My 75-Year USCG
Auxiliary History
by Michael Mulroy, Fl-013-06-05,
New Bedford, MA
While visiting my parents, I told
them I had joined the Coast Guard
Auxiliary in New Bedford, Mass.
My mother then told me my
grandfather’s Coast Guard
Auxiliary history. This was the first I
heard the story. To say I was
surprised would be an
understatement.
I have been a member of FL 65 for
nine years. Still, the family line
takes it back to 1943 - near the
Auxiliary’s beginning. Here’s the
story:
Shortly after the United States
entered World War II in 1941 my
Grandfather Frank Lord and his
brother Harry, sons of early 20th
century immigrants from the United
Kingdom, decided to join the United
States Armed Forces. I am sure
this decision was not taken lightly
by my grandfather, as he had a
wife, and two daughters under the
age of six! When the brothers
went to the recruiting office, Harry
was accepted into the United
States Air Force, where he became
a pilot. My Grandfather Frank,
however, was refused acceptance
into the Armed Forces. He was
told he was already contributing to
the war effort. You see, when you
went to join up, they asked you
what your civilian occupation was.
At that time Frank was employed
at Firestone Corporation, which
was a defense contractor, making
tires for military vehicles. The
recruiter told him there was no time
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to waste training someone else to do what he was
already doing, and training him to be a soldier. So,
doing as he was told, Frank went back to the factory.
This did not sit well with him however, and on
November 17, 1943, my grandfather, Frank Lord, was
sworn in as a member of the United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary (then called Reserves), First Naval
Frank’s Auxiliary ID card issued 17 May 1945.
District, Flotilla 6 05. His ID (issued in May 1945)
was 1-605-339. On his enrollment form, his duty is
listed as ‘Special assignment duty on a part – time or
intermittent basis’ for the ‘Duration of War’, ‘for a
minimum of twelve (12) hours per week’ and ‘In
connection with Port Security.’
Despite having the dangerous assignment of being a
pilot during the War, Harry survived and was
discharged honorably from the Air Force
after the war. Frank continued his “service”
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and went on to continue serving his
country as a member of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary for the remainder of the war.
Frank was discharged in 1945 from his
duty “for the duration” and received
certificates of appreciation for his service
to the Coast Guard and for his wartime
work at the tire factory.
So you see, the history of the Coast
Guard Auxiliary is my family history too. I
feel a deep connection to my grandfather
every time I put on my uniform and each
time I attend a meeting or go on patrol.
On Veteran’s Day, and every day, let’s be
thankful to those brave men and women
who have served (or continue to serve)
our country on the battlefield, in
homeland security and on the home front.
All have sacrificed to our benefit.

