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Plymouth Thanksgiving Parade 2017 - Your Invitation
photos and text from Andrew Butler

On Saturday November 18 the annual Thanksgiving Day parade will take place. 
This event, the country’s second largest 
Thanksgiving parade, is a great day 
celebrated by nearly 200,000 spectators 
and showcasing many groups.  
The Coast Guard and Coast Guard 
Auxiliary participate in the event every 
year. It is a great opportunity for you to 
come out and march with us or join the 
spectators to cheer us on. 
If you want any information or want to 
sign up please contact David McClure at 
dgmcclurecgaux@gmail.com  We 
look forward to seeing you out there.

PA Events Through the Season
Contact Linda Meredith, FSO-PA, to participate in 
Public Affairs events to help the public learn 
about Coast Guard Auxiliary and boating safety.  
In addition to the RW Ropeworks event (Linda 
and Joyce Cocke shown in photo at left), this 
season included 
Fairhaven homecoming, 
Pease Park and Working 
Waterfront.
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Marching on the 2016 Thanksgiving Parade route. Photo A. 
Butler
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Commander’s Message:  
Marjorie Green Joseph 

I trust that you all have enjoyed your summer.  It’s rapidly winding 
down, even though October has blessed us with nicer weather than 
much of the summer.  Our boat is tucked in for the winter and the 
marina is a bit emptier every week.

As always, Safe Harbor includes lots of interesting information.  In 
addition to past and upcoming CGAUX events, Dave Mitchell shared 
information and photos about an Oregon CG Station that he visited 
while on vacation.  The harbor seals look the same, but it’s a very 
different looking area than Buzzards Bay!  Thanks also to Laurel 
Carlson for putting together a brief quiz on navigation. Check it out to 
see how many you can answer correctly!

Enjoy the remaining nice weather and stay safe!

Margie

Wild West History:
The Hole in the Wall Gang
Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid and 
numerous other real life outlaws of the wild 
west were members of the Hole in the Wall 
Gang.  From their hideout in a Wyoming 
mountain pass - Hole in the Wall Pass - the 
gang terrorized civil society in the area for 
over 50 years and took their name.
What, you ask, has this to do with the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary?
Examine the unit emblem at the right and 
continue reading to find out. 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The Coast Guard’s Hole In the Wall Gang
photos and text by D. Mitchell
During an October vacation on the Oregon coast, we stayed 
in the city of Depoe Bay.  Typical of the Pacific northwest, 
the weather was rainy, windy and, if you let it get to you, 
miserable.  
But we had great lodging on the ocean and at the edge of a 
channel leading from Depoe Harbor (reputedly the world’s 
smallest harbors) to the outer bay and ocean.  A 150-ft 
bridge spans the channel and carries the west’s coastal 
highway: Route 101.  Bridge and channel can be seen in the 

upper right photo taken from our 
room.  
I walked across the bridge to the 
paved area near the white building 
and peered under the bridge to 
take the photo at right: into the 
harbor showing a Coast Guard 
boathouse and station to its right.  
There are two 47-ft Coast Guard 
vessels like those at Menemsha.  I 
walked around the harbor to 
photograph the emblem on page 2 
and the view of the channel from 
the boathouse at left from the 
boathouse.  Note that from the 
boathouse the channel looks like a 
notch thru the high rocks - a hole 
in the wall.  Drizzle turned into a 

vigorous two 
day storm with 
four to six foot 
waves making 
a foamy path 
up the channel 
(bottom left) 
while seals 
lounged on the 
rocks beside 
the channel 
(bottom right).  
Although the 
Coast Guard 
had closed the 
port to vessel 
traffic due to 
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the high waves thru the 
narrow channel, on the 
second day of the storm we 
saw a 47-ft boat go out the 
channel (photos right).  
The boat worked its way 
thru the foamy waves to a 
pair of buoys about half mile 
out thru the rocky outer bay 
to calmer water with swells 
then returned.  Perhaps it 
was a training mission.   Or 
perhaps a helmsman was 
earning a “Hole-in-the-Wall 
Gang” patch.    
In any case, a few hours 
later breaks in the clouds 
and some squalls could be 
seen in the distance beyond 
the “washing-machine” 
outer bay.  The breaks were 
a tease.   High winds and 
storms continued thru the 
night with thunderstorms 
and hail the next morning as 
we drove back inland to 
Portland to begin the trip 
home from our sea coast 
wild west Hole In the Wall.  

Page �4



New Boat Crew Qualifications - 
Welcome Aboard!
text and photo by Margie Joseph

Aaron Leger, FSO-MT has worked since 
the winter with seven auxiliarists who are 
working toward boat crew qualifications. 
Bryan Claudio, Craig Guenette, and 
Joyce Cocke successfully completed their 
check ride and all other requirements and 
they are now boat crew qualified.

Navigation Rules Quiz
from Laurel Carlson

1. A personal Watercraft is considered a ______ 
and is required to abide by the Navigation Rule 
a. Power driven Vessel 

b. Seaplane 

c. WIG (Wing in ground) 

d. Special purpose Vessel 
2. A vessel being towed, if manned, shall sound 

which fog signal 

a. Three short blasts 

b. One prolonged and three short blasts 

c. One prolonged and two short blasts 
d. Two short blasts 

3. If you anchor your 25 meter vessel in a harbor, 
what light(s) must you show? 

a. One all around white light 

b. One all around red light 
c. Two all-around white lights 

d. All the deckhouse light 

4. Two power driven vessels are crossing within a 
half mile of each other. The vessel on the left 

sounds one short blast of the whistle. What 
does this Signal mean? 

a. I am altering course to starboard 

b. I intend to leave you on my starboard side 

c. I intend to leave you on my port side 

d. None of the above 
5. You are overtaking another power driven vessel 

in a narrow channel and you wish to overtake 
on the other vessels port side. What whistle 
signal would you use? 

a. Two prolonged blasts followed by one short 
blast 

b. Two short Blasts 

c. One short Blast 

d. Two Prolonged blasts followed by two short 
blasts 

Answers: 1-a, 2-b, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b. 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From left- Bryan Claudio and Craig Guenette celebrate boat crew 
qualification.  photo by M. Joseph



 ARSBC Docks Out is 4 November 2017 at 0800 
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