
Boating Safety Training: Itʼs Elementary
photos and text by D. Mitchell

In May 2013 Flotilla 65 member Donald Tucker and his wife Lois taught boating safety to 167 third 
graders - the entire third grade population of Fairhavenʼs public schools and St. Josephʼs School.  
Most Flotilla 65 members are probably unaware of this activity, but most Fairhaven families are 
aware because the Tuckers have been 
doing this for 13 years.  Estimating 150 
students per year, that would be 1950 
students over more than half a generation!  
The last two years Barb Mitchell has 
accompanied the Tuckers and plans to 
continue with the program.
The Tuckers have developed their own 
curriculum over the years.  Visiting each 
classroom, the Tuckers show, tell and 
discuss numerous topics about being safe 
around boats and the ocean.  They take a 
variety of objects to make the topics real: 
lifesavers, signal devices, line, fenders, 
VHF radio, USCG Aux coloring books and 
photos.  Stories of Fairhavenʼs water safety 
history help students learn the conceptsʼ potential significance in their lives.  Third graders also 
share questions and stories about their boating experiences.  The classes cover environmental 
topics such as: oil spills, monofilament line disposal and waterfront care.  Also covered are 
swimming topics such as: rip tides, diving safely  and safety around pools.  Don believes that the 
students like that he attends in Coast Guard Auxiliary uniform so they learn a bit about Coast 
Guard too.
The first program in 2000 was the Tuckersʼ response to a request for outside programs from 
grandson Nicholasʼs teacher.  The Tuckers were asked to 
provide the program to all classes the following year and every 
year since.  Teachers and principals appreciate the programs 
and have commented favorably.  Students stop  the Tuckers in 
town with “I know you!  You are the boating safety people!”  At a 
grandchildʼs High School Graduation, a fellow graduate recalled 
the third grade program.  
This popular program is a credit to the Tuckers, the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, and the town.  Please read on!
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From left: Lois and Don Tucker, Barb Mitchell - Fairhavenʼs Third 
Grade Boating Safety Faculty



Flotilla, Family, and Fairhaven: A Three Stranded Story 
by D. Mitchell

Don Tuckerʼs family history in Fairhaven goes back to about 1920 when his father Claudeʼs 
schooner business centered around Fairhaven and he relocated the family  here.  The family  lived 
near 80 Middle Street and knew Mr Hand, 
who designed and built boats in our building 
from 1920 to 1945.  Shortly  after coming on 
the scene in the early  1930s, Don had the 
opportunity to learn water safety from his 
father on his familyʼs schooner: Coral.  
Skipping ahead, Don and Lois married and 
began their family.  Don worked with his son 
Tom (now USCGAux retired) and Tony 
Arenberg with Fairhaven Sea Scouts.  The 
Sea Scouts were sponsored by Flotilla 65 
and meetings took place in the boat shed at 
the time it was being remodeled into our 
large classroom.  They went out on Tonyʼs 
boat to practice what they  had learned.  
Several Sea Scouts entered the USCG and 
some attained Chief or Master Chief rank. 
Based on the good experience with Sea 
Scouts, Don joined the USCGAux.  That would be 30 years ago this coming February.  Don went 
on many patrols (including USCGC  Eagleʼs visit about 12 years ago and a patrol which witnessed 
a drug interdiction), served as: FSO-MT, FSO-IS and remains ever-present at Flotilla 65 
membership meetings.  And then Don and Lois began the elementary education program 13 years 
ago with grandson Nickʼs class.  Thus, four generations of Tuckers have been involved in boating 
safety in Fairhaven and two generations had some relationship  with USCG Aux Flotilla 65.  
Grandson Tommy sails near his college in Burlington Vermont and teaches sailing in Mattapoisett 
in summer.  Maybe heʼll be third generation Flotilla 65.   
Don has written two books about the Coral, Fairhavenʼs last coasting schooner.  The second book, 
written by Don, Robert DeManche and Donʼs daughter-in-law Carrie (FL 65 member Mike Bouvierʼs 
daughter), was published earlier this year and Don is active at talks and book signings.  Upcoming 
are 27 October 2 PM at Seamanʼs  Church Institute 18 Market Square Newport R.I. and November 
16 at Bank Square Books in Mystic Connecticut.  It is great to see a chapter of Fairhavenʼs 
maritime history (which extends back well before the townʼs incorporation in 1812) well recorded.
So, with activity curtailed by the government shutdown and boating season ending, hope you 
enjoyed the story of a family, town, and boating safety ~ a story in which Flotilla 65 and its 
members play an important role.
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Charcoal Drawing of Claude Tucker catting Coralʼs anchor by 
George Gale, a mate on Coral. From D. Tucker



Boat Crew Academy - Students Do Well, Gov’t Shuts Some Tests
by D. Mitchell, photos D. Mello and D. Mitchell

This yearʼs boat crew academy students and faculty worked thru the summer and were prepared 
for early fall check rides.  Some completed oral and check  ride exams on 30 Sept: Bill Anderson, 

Denise Kight (pending TCT), Peg Dellinger-Wahl from FL 
65 and Dennis Hoffer FL 63, Andrew Sousa FL 6-18, and 
Randall Kramer FL 63 completed initial or 3 year check 
rides, according to course leader Ralph Dlouhy.  Alas, the 
government shutdown cancelled the check rides for others 
who must wait until next season.  It was a fine season as 
shown in the photos below. Clockwise from left: Mike 
Tavaras FL 6-18 coils heaving line, Doris Govoni, Doris and 
Bob Joseph on an evening patrol, and Jim Mello and Paul 
Wesoly deal 
with a knotty 
problem. (other 
than Mike, all 
are in Flotilla 
65)
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Upcoming ARSBC and Flotilla 65 Events:

October 25" " ARSBC Halloween Party 
October 27" " Don Tuckerʼs Newport book signing
November 2" " ARSBC DOCKS OUT DAY (rain date following week)
November 16" Don Tuckerʼs Mystic book signing"
November 20" Flotilla meets  Watch for details.
November 23  " Plymouth Thanksgiving Parade - stay tuned for news
November  28" Happy Thanksgiving
December 8" " ARSBC Christmas Party
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