
Greetings Fellow Auxiliarists!

The end of the boating season is my least favorite time of the year.   On a 
more positive note, itʼs only six months until we put our boats back in the 
water. 
What an amazing year Flotilla 65 has had. In addition to vigorous 
continuing programs such as Vessel Examination, Program Visitors, 
Marine Safety, and Boat Crew Qualification Academy, we celebrate two 
NEW programs:  AUXCHEF is truly cooking at Menemsha after training 
11 and Menemsha Radio Watchstander training has begun.  (If youʼve 
passed AUXCOM and wish to qualify as Watchstander, contact me at 
JDVCGAUX@yahoo.com.)  We provided safe harbor, mooring for six 
Coast Guard Vessels and berthing for 16 US Coast Guard personnel 
during TS Irene.  And we enjoyed Menemsha Day fellowship with another 
sweet Blind Dinghy Race victory.

When I say “we” I refer to the 45 percent of members who, according to staff reports, contribute hours 
at a rate 40 percent higher this year than at this time last year.  Last year 40 percent of members 
totaled over 17,000 hours for the year - a record I expect weʼll surpass this year.  So participation rate 
is already up from 40 to 45 percent. If we all attended just one flotilla meeting, it would be 100 
percent.  Your next chance is Wednesday, October 26th at 7:30 PM.  SIGN THE ATTENDANCE 
SHEET, and be counted as a participant.  Last month over 100 members attended.
In addition to being counted: chat with friends, cast your vote in elections for Flotilla Commander and 
Flotilla Vice Commander, celebrate awards, welcome new members, and enjoy refreshments planned 
to outdo Septemberʼs sundaes with ALL the trimmings.  You really do not want to miss this meeting!
Speaking of elected leadership, for me it has been a great privilege, a lot of fun, and a great way to 
serve, enjoy, and honor our flotilla.  Holding flotilla elective office is not only honorable, but a serious, 
very significant, time commitment.  I know that several of you are qualified, competent, and would 
make excellent leaders.  Nominations from the floor are possible.  AUXILIARY ELECTION 
ELIGIBILITY requirements are at http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/
election-criteria-final-jul09.pdf.  If you are interested in running for 
either of these positions, please contact James Hebert at 
hebertjim@comcast.net.
If youʼre not involved, now is the time to pitch in at our flotilla in any 
of the programs already mentioned or other activities such as 
Education, Public Affairs or logistical support activities.  As always, 
your country, community, and fellow boaters need your help.  I look 
forward to seeing ALL members at the meeting on WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 26th at 7:30PM.
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Member Training Opportunities
by Dave Mitchell

Q: Flotilla 65 has dozens of new members and well over 400 members and only a few AUX OP 
qualified members.  So, why do so few members sign up for Specialist Courses and other Member 
Training offerings that the classes cannot be held?
A:  Members need to know what is available and the benefits of taking the classes.
You successfully completed a safe boating 
class and basic qualification course to 
become a USCG Auxiliary member.  Now 
you can step up for free member training 
offered by the Auxiliary such as Specialist 
Courses (Weather, Communications, 
Seamanship, Patrols, Navigation, and 
Search and Rescue), TCT, ICS, GoodMate, 
Introduction to Marine Safety and 
Environmental Protection (IMSEP), Nav 
Rules, Operational Procedures, Flotilla 
Leadership, Public Affairs, Journalism, 
Photography, and more.  Beyond these are 
C-Schools and qualification as Boat Crew, 
Coxswain, Chef, Radio Watchstander, and 
more.  There are also short courses in 
GPS, radar, nav rules, and marlinspike.
Specialist courses and Nav Rules give you 
information and skills to improve your boating safety and performance.  Specialist Classes each 
provide in-depth training in topics required for Boat Crew and Coxswain qualification.  Sure, you can 
learn all the material in Boat Crew Qualification Academy, but how much easier to take the time to 
carefully examine one topic at a time and then fit it all together.  
TCT, ICS and leadership classes can hone team and leadership skills to participate in Boat Crew, 
Marine Safety Patrols, and other Coast Guard Team activities.  GoodMate and IMSEP provide 
information to qualify for Marine Safety Patrols from the New Bedford Marine Safety Detachment and 
perhaps make you a better informed steward of our shared marine environment.  Courses like 
Photography, Journalism, and Public Affairs open volunteer opportunities in USCG Auxiliary and may 
also give you skills useful as a hobby or profession.  Completing a menu of training qualifies you as 
AUX OP - indicating that you are prepared for a wide variety of activities.  AND ALL THE TRAINING 
IS FREE.  
Training is available in classes and online depending on the topic and level.  For some training you 
travel (at government expense) to a base and learn with gold side Team Members.  
How To Get Started -
Contact FSO-MT Keith Stalter to plan your program and discuss goals.  Or, if you donʼt want to 
organize everything at first, just take a class and try it out. Keep an eye on the Member training tab in 
the Flotilla 65 website, watch the bulletin board at the club for signup sheets, and listen carefully at 
Membership Meetings.  Also check Division 6 and district websites for nearby training opportunities.    
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On the water Boat Crew training: Gayle Stalter, Alice Macedo, 
and Jim Anderson. photo D. Mitchell



Boat Crew Qualification Academy ~ 
2011 Results
by Dave Mitchell
In early October the final boat crew check rides for 
2011 were completed at Flotilla 65.  The overall 
result this year was the qualification of 14 new crew 
(including seven women) and five new coxswains. 
(A few may await ICS course recording.) In addition, 
successful three year renewal check rides were 
completed by seven crew and three coxswains.  For 
crew the programs includes classroom study of 
material draws from all six USCG AUX Specialist 
Courses and more.  On the water training gives 
sufficient practice that correct completion of tasks 
becomes almost automatic without hesitation.  Crew 
must complete ICS 100 and 700 online, a swim test, 
an oral exam on shore, and operational test on the 
water - the check ride. 

Newly qualified are coxswains Hebert, Millette, L. Baumgartner, 
Macedo, and Lake (all Flotilla 65) and boat crew (65 unless 
noted) O. Anderson 63, L. Cargill, T. Chamberlain 6-18, M. Fox, 
S. Grady, T. Grossman 11-2, L. Harrison 63, M. Joseph, A. 
Leger, R. Lincoln, A. Macedo, K. Mingola, J. Morrison, and G. 
Stalter.  According to FSO-OP Bob Joseph, these qualified crew 
completed their required three year requalification checkrides: 
coxswains Sadeck, Livolsi, and Parker; and boat crew D. 
Gaudet, Farnham, Hurley, Renate Mello, Smigel, R, Grady, and 
Lamontagne.  Congratulations to all.
Special thanks to Ralph Dlouhy of Flotilla 63 for running our Boat 
Crew Academy and also to Leo Lake and Paul Sadeck who 
offered their boats whenever requested for both on water training 
and QE checkrides. Special thanks also to James Anderson and 

Richard Audette who have offered their services as Qualification Examiners. Their input and feedback has 
been instrumental in the fine tuning and improvement of our training program.  Mentors and qualified crew on 
training patrols make valuable contributions too.
Joseph sees a strong 2012 Operations season with 
large events, training, and safety patrols.  Staffing 
will be easier due to increased numbers of crew and 
coxswains at Flotilla 65 as well as many qualified 
auxiliarists from nearby flotillas who join us.
Members interested in joining the Boat Crew 
Academy Program should contact Bob Joseph or 
Ralph Dlouhy. Joseph recommends taking AUXOP 
Specialty Courses as they will be most helpful to 
you in the program as well as 8 hour TCT and 
online ICS 100 and ICS 700 to get a head start, as 
they are required for boat crew.
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Check ride participants (l to r L. Cargill, S. Grady, R Dlouhy, L. 
Baumgartner, L. Lake, and C. Smigel - in shade at helm) give the 
tow boat a friendly wave during a towing evolution.  Photo D. 
Mitchell

Exercises are completed with a “self critique” to 
incorporate improvements ..  Photo R. Parker

“Pinning” of new coxswains at Division 6 October meeting.  Shown 
left to right are Jim Hebert, Ralph Dlouhy, Tony Macedo, Robert 
Millette, Leo Lake Paul Sadeck, Lee Baumgartner, and Bob Parker.  
Ralph, Paul, and Bob P assist in the ceremony awarding coxswain 
qualification to the remaining five men.  Photo D. Mitchell



Safe Harbor During TS Irene
by Dave Mitchell
During 28 Augustʼs visit from Tropical Storm Irene, Flotilla 65 
also hosted Coast Guard vessels and personnel.  By keeping 
safe and well rested during parts of the storm when activity is 
too risky, assets are ready for whatever duty awaits when the 
worst of the storm abates.  Despite electricity loss and cozy 
accommodations, all stayed cheerful, dry, and well fed.  Not 
content to simply wait it out, Coast Guard personnel helped 
adjust lines on some vessels in our marina to reduce damage.  
I learned a useful precaution: one person is left on the dock to 
be a lookout for the safety of those working on the “dancing” 
vessel and to spot opportunities for improvement - a sort of 
safety and QA job.  Photos by Marsby Warters show Jeff 
VanSkyhawk, FC, with visiting Coast Guard personnel, a 

safely moored CG 41-ft 
boat, and berths in our 
dorm/classroom/
kitchen.  Janeʼs photo 
shows elegant fare 
prepared during the 
storm.  Beats “catching” 
a cold meal in a tossing 
boat.  See more photos 
on our website.  
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GOOD DOG ~ SAD NEWS
Chief Olsen of Station Menemsha announced at Flotilla 65ʼs September Membership meeting 
that Bridger, the stationʼs dog, has died.  Bridger had been at the station for several years and 
was comfortable on boats, 
with station members, or 
greeting visitors.  Photo Sta. 
Menemsha 2010.

Many will recall the 
membership meeting in 2009 
when Chief Barr told the tale 
of Bridgerʼs tail being 
shortened by the Stationʼs 
heavy front door.

Chief Olsen indicated that a 
ceremonial burial at sea may 
occur when Bridgerʼs ashes 
are returned to Station 
Menemsha.



Alaska Coast Guard Family: 
A Summer Vacation Story
text and photos by Dave Mitchell
On the train to meet our mid-September cruise ship in 
Whittier (see photo right), Barb and I met a woman with 
two young children who was not headed to the cruise. 
She continued on a ferry to Cordova where her 
husband is stationed in the Coast Guard.  She 
enthusiastically told of relocation from Florida to 
Cordova by automobile - camping all the way - and 
Alaska adventures.   Her husband Mike had been with 
his ship in dry dock in Ketchikan Alaska since August.  
He would be there until about November.  Ketchikan is 
about 600 miles from Cordova and there are no good 
connecting roads.  Many coastal towns, including the 
state capital, are not connected by road.  This means 
very limited retail and medical services.  Since one of our ports of call was Ketchikan, I asked if I might meet Mike to tell 
Flotilla 65 more about the Coast Guard in Alaska.  She gave me his cell phone number, and he was happy to show us 

around - warning us that the vessel was in dry dock 
and covered with tarps a couple miles north of 
Ketchikanʼs cruise  ship area. 
During our rainy, sunrise arrival in Ketchikan I saw the 
wrapped vessel from our cabin.  Like New Bedford, 
Ketchikan is a huge fishing port with  salmon the main 
catch.  We took a cab and met BM2 Michael Meier.  
He brought hardhats and donated his day off so we 
could safely visit the work site.  Mike and Barb are 
shown in the photo at the left.  We walked to the 
shipyard and saw the vessel -  225-ft  USCGC 
Sycamore.  The vessel enters a U-shaped trough and 
divers place supports under the vessel.  The trough 
rises and the sea rushes out the ends leaving the 
vessel on a dry platform above the water: dry dock.  
The supports can be on steel wheels placed on rails 
which can be aligned with rails on the ground to roll 

the vessel onto the earth or even into a building now under construction for winter work.  Get a notion of scale from the 
vehicles parked next to Sycamoreʼs bow and workers walking up the long ramp in the photo below. 
According to Commanding Officer LCDR Michael 
Sarnowski, Sycamore had not been pulled from the 
water in about six years and is having lots of 
maintenance completed.  Sycamoreʼs missions 
include tending aids to navigation, environmental 
protection, fisheries enforcement, and Search and 
Rescue ranging from the Gulf Coast to Asia.  As 
“Keeper of the Sound,” Sycamoreʼs focus is Alaskaʼs 
Prince William Sound.  Sarnowski acknowledged the 
Auxiliary contribution to Team Coast Guard.  While 
monitoring the maintenance work, crew are also 
taking courses and completing projects related to 
many aspects of the ship operation.  For example, 
Mike Meier hopes to take training so that he can 
qualify others in small arms operation.  We entered a 
door thru the wrap to see the vessel.
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Continued on next page.



PHOTOS:
Top left: braces hold the vessel about 5 ft off the dry dock 
floor.   Top right: stern side thruster - about 6 to 7 ft in 
diameter. Middle left: 
rudder gudgeon and 
propeller shaft bearing - 
note worker for scale.  
Middle right: FN Richard 
O'Connor (left) and BM2 
Joseph Juiliano (right) 
work on a project inside 
the wrapped vessel. 
Bottom left: view from 
bow shows thruster and 
people for scale. Bottom 
center: spill clean up kit 

in hold.  Sycamore served at Deepwater Horizon. Bottom right: Cornelia Marie in next 
dry dock was “star” in TVʼs “Deadliest Catch.”  Note rails on dry dock “floor”.

So, as our fall maintenance and lay up tasks reach completion, how  
interesting to see this vessel in dry dock, see the maintenance in progress at 
this scale, and learn of Sycamoreʼs mission and capabilities.
But even more inspiring was meeting Commanding Officer-LCDR Mike 
Sarnowski  Executive Officer-LT Joshua Boyle, BM2 Mike Meier, his wife and 
family.  These are adventurous, enthusiastic, intelligent, articulate, friendly 
people who appear dedicated to the vessel, its mission, and growing to meet 
new challenges - maintenance, technology, small arms, and even a camping 
trip from Florida to Alaska.  Iʼm glad these people work for the country on our 
Coast Guard Team.  Perhaps they will visit us some day in New Bedford. 
And what a unique unexpected excursion for Barb and me!  
Thank you Sycamore.
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Silly Season: Seen on Patrols 
and On the Dock

Clockwise from upper left:  Crew on “lookout” 
told to stay on the ball.  “ROGER THAT !  
Staying on ball!” Photo D.Mitchell. CHLOE 
ROSE communications specialist Smurffy 
sends a message up the chain. Photo D.Mitchell. 
MS patrol vehicle encounters parking lot 
spring tide at Osprey Point in Dighton. Catch 
the wave? Photo D.Mitchell.     Friends head out 
the docks to try Par 3 D-Dock?  Fish for 
Boogies?  Birdies?  Eagles? (Actually 
boating to Marthaʼs Vineyard for a round of 
golf.) Photo from Bob Joseph.
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Good Day,
I hate to say it but summer is over, the days are cooling off 
and the boats are beginning to take their winter residence on 
the hard in our yard.  This also means we will begin our fall 
projects.
Jim Hebert has asked for a work party on October 22 to 
begin construction of new floats for A dock.  Floats out is 
scheduled November 5 with a rain date of November 12.  
Our house chair Claire Millette has projects that our ongoing.   
So, if you need hours or want to continue to help there are 
many opportunities to do so. 
Thinking ahead, the elections of officers and board members 
will be held on November 9, during our general meeting, this 
is democracy in action and your chance to vote.  
I'll be looking forward to seeing you during construction 
projects, floats out or just to chat and pass some time.
Lee.

From the 
Presidentʼs 
Deck:
by Lee J. 
Baumgartner

You Are Invited!
 

16th Annual Plymouth 
Thanksgiving Celebration

FREE CONCERT
18 Nov 2011 7:30 pm

PARADE - MARCH OR WATCH
19 November 2011 8:30 am

For more information on both 
events check the Flotilla 65 
Website in the “events” tab.

Or contact Mary Baumgartner 
at 508 951 6025 or
mb-uscgaux@comcast.net
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