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Two Patriotic Veteran’s Day Parades
By Rona Trachtenberg

I have been passionate about the Color Guard ever since I was invited to carry the American flag into my fourth 
grade assembly. That is why I became one of the organizing members of the Flotilla 65 Color Guard that 

morphed into the Division 6 Color Guard.
During previous Veteran’s Day Parades, our entire 
Division 6 Color Guard marched from Main Street in 
North Fairhaven to the Fairhaven High School for the 
jumbo-sized flag-raising ceremony.
Regretfully, this year I was the only member of our Color 
Guard available.  So, after getting permission from Joe 
Correia, our Division 6 Color Guard CDR, I decided to 
find a group to march with where I could carry our 
Auxiliary flag.  I called George Brownell, POC for the 
entire Parade.  He was thrilled to have another 
enthusiastic marcher and assured me he’d find a place 
for me that Friday morning.
November 11th was a beautiful, crisp fall day: sunny, not 
too cold and a clear blue sky.  Did I forget to mention the 
21 knot winds? There always seems to be a weather 
challenge on parade days.
I got to the muster area early and George found me the 
perfect group to march with: Ed Dennehy, a former 
Coastie currently working as Director of Safety Training 
for Fishing Partnership 
and his two 
grandchildren, Flynn 
(age 15) and Emerson 
(age 13) Bourgault, 
who were carrying the 
Coast Guard banner 
supplied by John 

Medeiros, from our flotilla. The addition of me, with my Auxiliary flag, made 
us a respectable group of four.
While waiting for the parade to start, I learned that Ed lives in Fairhaven and 
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Flotilla 65 Elections - Change of Watch
Margie Joseph and Andrew Butler have been unanimously elected 2017 flotilla commander and vice 
commander respectively.  Both have earned numerous awards and served in a variety of leadership 
positions.  We are lucky to have them as our leaders. 
Celebrate this change at the Change of Watch event.  Details on page 3.

Rona Trachtenberg carries wind blown Auxiliary flag. 
photo by Marsby Warters.



was a graduate of the USCG Academy.  He spent 25 years on active duty primarily as a surface operations 
specialist, where he commanded two major cutters.  He was the CO of the USCGC Campbell (909), which was 
originally home-ported in New Bedford, and the CO of the USCGC Sherman (WHEC 720), which was home-
ported in Alameda, California.  He retired as a Captain in 1995. Wow! That is some résumé.  I felt as if I was 
walking with Coast Guard royalty.  Of course, I immediately invited him to join the Auxiliary and our flotilla.
As we began to march, I contemplated how the high winds benefitted me.  First, the parade moved along more 
quickly and second, the flag flapped high over my head and stayed off my face.  When there is little to no wind, 
the flag tends to hang limp and droop in front of me, which makes it hard to see where I am walking.  So, in this 
case, while some wind is a good thing, the strong gusts made it feel like I was reeling in a stubborn marlin on a 
tiny fishing pole.
But, I still love marching in the Color Guard, so I utilize a “no pain, no gain” attitude.
As our little contingent approached Huttleston Avenue, I recognized the friendly faces of Marsby & Jean 
Warters and Terry & Linda Meredith standing among the spectators waving and cheering us on.  We made the 
left turn toward Fairhaven High School (our final destination) and were placed right behind the large flag pole, 
so we had a good view of the solemn ceremony. 
What happened next was a ‘first’ for this parade, which started an hour early, at 0900 this year.  John Medeiros 
arranged for a Dattco Bus to transport anyone from Fairhaven to New Bedford to march or simply watch the 
New Bedford Veteran’s Day Parade, which started at 1100.
Six of us piled into the warm, clean, virtually new Dattco bus.  When we arrived at the muster area, at the 
corner of Union Street and Rockdale Avenue along Buttonwood Park, everyone disembarked and went in 
different directions. We were told to meet at the New Bedford Bus Terminal for our ride back to Fairhaven.
I located the POC of this parade and asked if there was any contingent I could march with and carry my 
Auxiliary flag.  The POC looked around and the first group he spotted was the Freetown Memorial Post 6643 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) – which was emblazed on all the rugged men’s jackets.
The group agreed to have me tag along.  I introduced myself and got a hearty handshake from each and every 
man marching.  I think they were all amused by my moxie, my patriotism, and my Auxiliary enthusiasm.  At this 
point, I felt as if they had adopted me.  I was thrilled that they looked upon me, in my dress blue Color Guard 

uniform, with dignity and respect.
They already had flags of all five military service 
organizations, but the gentleman holding the Coast 
Guard flag, Steve Watts, told me to stand next to 
him.  With the addition of the American and POW 
flags, we were able to make two rows of four 
marchers. A man marching directly behind me called 
cadence the entire way.
These VFW men had no idea how much marching 
training I had received from the late, great Robert 
(Bob) Millette.  But, they soon found out how skilled I 
was when they called out the traditional marching 
commands of “mark time, mark,” “halt,” “at ease,” 
“atten-hut,” etc., and I knew exactly what to do.  I 
looked up to the heavens and mouthed a silent 
“Thank you, Bob” for teaching me so well that I could 
spontaneously join any Color Guard, as I did that 
morning, and feel right at home respectfully 
representing our Auxiliary.
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Commander’s Message

Hello All !

It was a great Honor serving 65!
The Greatest Flotilla.

Where we go ONE, we go ALL!

Daniel J Pope FC FL 65      



United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
First District Northern Region 

  
Flotilla 65 Change of Watch 

Sunday 22 January 2017 
  

Century House 
107 South Main Street 

Acushnet, Massachusetts 
  

Social Hour: 11:00AM 
 Luncheon: 12:30PM 

  
Luncheon 

 
Family-style Minestrone Soup 

Choice of 
Lemon Pepper Chicken or Sirloin Tips 

Potato, Vegetable, Assorted Rolls 
Dessert 

Coffee and Tea 

Member & Guest Tickets $25.00 
  

RSVP by 9 January 2017 
  

Contact: 
   

Margie Joseph- 508-951-5899 or cgaux65mgj@gmail.com 
  

Andrew Butler 508-333-8431 or apbutler@alum.mit.edu  
  
     

Uniform - Service Dress Blue or appropriate civilian attire 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Halloween Party 
Who  

And What 
 Are They? 

Thanks to all who came in costume, contributed food, decorated, 
and operated the bar. 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As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
 

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.  
Daniel J. Pope FC      Editor: David Mitchell FSO-PB 65: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info  

Cleared for Publication 1 January 2017.

for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

Happy, Safe and Prosperous 2017 ! 
photo by M. Joseph
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