
Flotilla 65 Active in Charles W. Morgan Activities: PA and Patrols 
by Linda Meredith, FSO-PA and Margie Joseph, FSO-OP
I saw the ship sailing through the mist 
over Buzzardʼs Bay  much as it must 
have done so many times before.  
The Charles W. Morgan, the last 
wooden whaling ship in the world, 
returned to its birthplace to much 
fanfare.  It was a grand entrance for   
the ship  that  was built over 173 
years ago at the Hillman shipyard in 
New Bedford.
Planning the celebration activities for 
the shipʼs return was a year in the 
making.  Margie Joseph FSO-OP and 
Linda Meredith FSO-PA represented 
Flotilla 65 in the planning process .  
Public Affairs:  A display table exhibit 
offered a variety of information on 
boating safety, vessel safety checks, 
pollution, and selecting a proper life 
jacket thru the entire week of 
Morganʼs visit.  Over 600 children stopped by to claim safety related coloring books,stickers, and 
pollution information for their next science project.  (Thanks to Paul Wesoly FSO-MA.)  A number of 

young adults were interested in the Coast Guard 
academy information.  Kayakers were pleased to get the 
orange “If Found” stickers.  Also, every visitor who 
stopped to talk was 
given the channel 16 
radio sticker.
Over 23 auxiliarists 
volunteered to man 
the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary display table.  
We were pleased to 
be joined by James 
Fitzgerald of Flotilla 53 

and Christine Backstrom of Flotilla 64. 
Operations:  Lots of events during the Charles W. Morgan visit 
received our assistance over a short period of time - a very busy 
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Charles W. Morgan arrives at New Bedford.  Photo by M. Warters.

From left, Marsby Warters, Barb Mitchell and Linda 
Meredith staff USCGAux table.  Photo D.M.



Operations Program:
• June 28- Buzzards Bay Swim-5 OPFACs, 

5 Coxswains, 22 Crew (24 out of 27 from 
65)

• June 29- Parade of Boats-3 OPFACS, 3 
Coxswains, 10 crew (all from 65)

• July 5- Whale Boat Races- 2 OPFACS, 2 
Coxswains, 6 Crew (all from 65)

• July 6- Whale Boat Sail Race- 1 OPFAC, 1 
Coxswain, 5 Crew (all from 65)

Thanks to all who volunteered to help make the 
Morgan visit a safe and fun series of events.

Commanderʼs Message: Peter B. Wahl
Three items for your action and awareness

1. Dues of $62.00 are payable no later than 30 June 2014. A late fee of $10.00 will be added 
beginning 01 July 2014. Dues payments may be deposited in the box at 80 Middle St., 
Fairhaven, MA or mailed to 80 Middle Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719, attention FSO-FN.

2. Flotilla meetings for July and August Flotilla have been 
cancelled. The next meeting will be the fourth Wednesday in 
September (Sept. 24).  New Director of Auxiliary (DIRAUX) 
LCDR Fred Seaton, is scheduled to attend.

3. Flotilla elections for FC and VFC will be held 22 October 
2014 at the flotilla general meeting. Anyone with the 
qualifications for elected office should submit a letter of intent 
to the flotilla commander (peterw650@hotmail.com) no later 
than 24 August 2014. Candidates submitting letters will be 
announced at the 23 September general meeting. Members 
of the nominating committee are Jim Hebert 
(hebertjim@comcast.net), Bob Joseph 
(robonurse@juno.com), Dave McClure 
(dgmcclure@yahoo.com) and Marsby Warters 
(auxmw@comcast.net)

Fair winds and following seas to SCPO Jason Olsen (photo at 
right) as he leaves for his new assignment in Portland, Maine and 
welcome aboard to SCPO Rob Riemer, the new OIC Station 
Menemsha.
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Morgan departs New Bedford.  Photo M. Joseph
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A Fairhaven Boating Safety Education Tradition Continues
All third grade classes in Fairhaven received a boating and water safety presentation this spring.  This 
continues a thirteen year tradition started by Don and Lois Tucker.  After two years shadowing the 
Tuckers, Barb  Mitchell led the classes with assistance from Dave Mitchell.  Students enjoyed the 
props - strobe, harness and tether, loud hailer, VHF, signal mirror, electronic charts, whistle, etc - a 
PFD “fashion show” and coloring books obtained by Paul Wesloy FSO-MA.  Reaching all the third 
graders required about seven presentations in three schools: Fairhavenʼs two public elementary 
schools and one private school.  
Classroom teachers, students and principals appreciated the presentations.  And many fondly 
recalled the years Don and Lois made the presentations.

On the Water Patrols Begin at FL 65
Text and Photo by Bob Joseph

Patrol Zero left out of the ARSBC  Marina on May 7th without a hitch. The vessel Chloe Rose, known 
officially  while under orders as “Auxiliary 313065” left under the command of Coxswain Bob Joseph. 
Crew members (from left in the 
photo)Louise Medeiros, Bob 
Kocor, Orrin Andersen and 
Steve Crook were aboard and 
al l officia l ly  star ted their 
season. Coxswain Joseph had 
requested a PPE waiver to 
wear Mustang suits but all were 
pleasantly surprised to learn 
that a waiver wasnʼt needed 
because water temperature 
was high enough to patrol with 
Mustangs suits.  It seems that 
Spring has finally  arrived: . The 
crew covered the area from 
New Bedford Harbor, over to 
Apponagansett Bay, then to West Island and a stop for lunch at Cuttyhunk before returning to base. It 
was great to be back on the water and looking out for the boating public!  (Ed. Note: To some, the 
seasonʼs first patrol is named Patrol Zero.  Many crew look forward to a fabulous early  spring day 
back on the water as Springʼs beginning.)
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Silver Air Drop Patrol Helps Gold Pilots Stay Qualified   
By Bob Joseph, Photos by Louise Medeiros

On May 22, 2014, a vessel and crew from Flotilla 65 conducted their first Air Drop exercise of the year with Air 
Station Cape Cod. The vessel, Chloe Rose, Opfac 313065, 
set out on that morning with Coxswain Bob Joseph and 
crew members Bob Kocor, Vic Fillippi, Louise Medeiros 
and Bob Conroy and successfully completed four drops. 
Participation by the Auxiliary in this program has been 
instrumental in helping Coast Guard pilots maintain their 
qualifications. 
In the drill, a plane drops “emergency equipment” to a 
target placed on the water by the Auxiliary vessel.  Then 
the Auxiliary vessel recovers the equipment, parachute and 
connecting lines before he next drop.  Careful lookout, boat 
handling to avoid entanglement, and line handling are key 
skills.
In photos top right Bob Kocor attends to recovery as drop 
plane flies overhead.  Lower right crew recovers and coils 
long lines used in drop.  Lower left Bob Conroy and Bob 
Joseph in helm area guide boat to recovery without fouling 
prop in gear in the water.
A series of Air Drop Patrols are planned thru the summer to 
provide as many practice/qualifying runs for pilots as 
needed.
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Flotilla 65 participates in Commercial Marine Expo
text and photo from L. Meredith
Several Members of Flotilla 65 
spent June 11 amd 12  at the New 
Bedford State Pier facility as 
exhibitors at the Commercial Marine 
Expo.  Public Affairs officer , Linda 
Meredith, had been invited to 
participate at last yearʼs Working 
Waterfront Festival.   Our booth was 
popular with Expo attendees as well 
as other exhibitors.   Auxiliary 
membership, vessel checks, 
needed equipment, and kayaking 
needs were some of the questions 
we fielded.  We also distributed 
federal and  state, boating 
regulations and navigational aids 
pamphlets.   The Academy 
information was also of interest. 
Volunteers included Louise Medeiros, Nancy Jacobsen, Doris Govoni, Marsby Warters, Joyce and 
Hugh Cocke, Ed Herman,  Ron Lacasse and Terry Meredith. Everyone enjoyed interacting with the  
Expo attendees .  We spoke with Mass Maritime instructors, an FCC radio inspector, and a former 
NOAA employee.  We look forward to being invited next year!

HEADS UP! For More Boating Safety
forwarded by M. Warters from NSTAR

A  trimaran sailboat (ironically named the 
Hot Tamale)  sailing down the Weweantic 
River in Wareham, Mass.,  its mast came 
in contact with the 13.8 KV (85 Line) that 
traverses over the river. 
Amazingly, no one was hurt in the 
incident. 
 With summer almost here, it is very 
important to be aware of your 
surroundings when transporting, stepping 
your mast, (putting it up), and sailing or 
anchoring  in waters with power lines 
overhead lines or cables underneath the 
water.  The following is a precaution from 
a boating safety website and some actual 

pictures of the firefighting efforts to save the sailboat yesterday in Wareham.
Plan your route carefully when transporting your boat to or from the harbor or mooring, making sure 
you have adequate clearance under overhead power lines. When you are stepping the mast or 
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From left: Louise Medeiros, Linda Meredith and Doris Govoni assist a 
visitor.



erecting long aerials, be sure to do so in an area totally clear of overhead power lines. Be absolutely 
certain that the path you take to the slipway will not allow your mast or aerial to come into contact with 
overhead power lines. The same care and 
attention applies if a crane is being used 
to lift the boat into the water.
Once out on the water, if you are sailing 
on inland waterways or near islands or 
headlands, you should still look for 
overhead lines as power lines do cross 
over waterways. You must ensure that 
your mast or aerial has proper clearance 
from any overhead power lines.
When anchoring on inland waterways or 
islands, look out for warning signs on 
banks for submerged cables.  Donʼt 
anchor boats over submerged cables.
Any contact can have potentially fatal 
consequences and we would urge 
anyone transporting yachts and boats to 
and from water to take overhead 
electricity equipment into account and to plan a safe route.
Thank You,
Dan Riley, Ryan Smith and Ed Macedo  NSTAR Bulk Power

Pollution with Damaging 
Potential Removed
photo from Dot Mello, story from Bob Joseph

While returning from an event at Station 
Menemsha, an alert lookout and helmsman 
saw and stopped before hitting and 
becoming entangled in a long piece of 
floating line.  Rather than simply going 
around it or “calling it in”, these boaters 
picked up the line and properly disposed of 
it.  So, they not only prevented a loss on 
their boat, but a loss on any boat which 
might be damaged by the line.

Shown are, from right, Margie Joseph, Bob 
Joseph and Marty Conceicao coiling the 
huge yucky ball of line from Vineyard Sound 
for disposal.
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Another Vacation Idea: Navy Memorial in D.C
This year the Navy Memorial will honor the U.S. Coast Guard.  According to the Navy Memorial 
spring 2014 newsletter, forwarded by  Marsby  Warters, the Naval Heritage Center in Washington D.C. 
has opened an exhibit of artifacts and photographs “that depict the Coast Guardʼs rich and storied 
past and its vibrant and exciting present.”  Stories of Coast Guard accomplishments are also 
presented.. There is also a film about life in todayʼs Coast Guard.  So, if you have a bit of time in D.C 
before March 2015, please take in this exhibit.  More information may be obtained at the Navy 
Memorialʼs website: navymemorial.org.

Page 7

Historic Whaling Vessel Charles W. Morgan Departs New Bedford at Butler Flats Light.  Photo 
M. Joseph



TCT Training: Well Attended 
and Well Done 

Left: Facilitator Lee Baumgartner probes studentʼs thoughts 
during small group exercise.  Above: the large class is 
actively engaged in scenario analysis and comment.

Please send stories and pictures (jpg files)for next issue to Dave Mitchell dwm5126@gmail.com.

As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
 

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
Peter B. Wahl FC      Editor: David Mitchell FSO-PB 65:   http://a0130605.uscgaux.info 
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