
Patrol Starts Busy On-The-Water Operations Season
by D. Mitchell

Boats are in the water and the 
patrol season began with the 
second annual “Patrol Zero.”  
Thatʼs the season starter which 
might be called the “first” by 
many - but isnʼt by all.  This year, 
as last, “patrol zero” was made 
by Bob and Margie Josephʼs 
ChloeRose (aka Auxiliary  vessel 
313065).  Due to the low water 
temperature, all on board wore 
stylish cold water float suits.
Shortly after the “zero” came the 
rowing regatta patrols, a patrol to 
verify  private aid to navigation 
(PATON) locations near West 
Island and pick up surplus equipment at Station Menemsha, re-qualification check ride (all 
passed), and Boat Crew Academy training operations.
Ken Mingola FSO-OP might be fully occupied with that activity.  “BUT WAIT, THEREʼS MORE!”    
Some Flotilla 65 members attended an operations training event held in Rhode Island (see article 
by Kathy Frey in this issue) and another at Point Judith.  We hosted first responder training 
sessions.  The July  harbor swim is scheduled for mid July and another whale boat regatta later in 
the season.  A unique drop  zone patrol with Coast Guard aviation facilities is scheduled for late 
June (check August issue).  Boat Crew Academy has many 
more training cruises to make this season and there will be 
safety and PATON patrols as time and facility availability allow.
But wait THEREʼS EVEN MORE !..If POMS (the now obsolete 
Patrol Order Management system) was not challenging enough, 
a new replacement software system Auxiliary Order 
Management (AOM) has been tested and began operation 
early this season.
So if you are inclined to ask, “Whatʼs happening?” when you 
next see Ken, get ready for the whole head-spinning story.
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“Patrol Zero” vessel Chloe Rose and crew at Cuttyhunk.  From left, coxswain 
Bob Joseph, Bill Anderson (trainee), and crew Kathy Frey, and Louise 
Medeiros.  Dave Mitchell,also in crew, was the other side of the camera.



Seen On Patrol: Osprey Point
text and photo by D. Mitchell

Mute swans and seagulls 
share the turf at Osprey 
Point on the Fall River 
Somerset Marine Safety 
patrol route.
Not newsworthy you say?
Have you ever seen 
seagulls share anything?  
For that matter mute 
swans usually enjoy their 
private space too. 
But where are the osprey?  There is a nesting stand at this site, but it was not occupied during this 
patrol.  We have seen nesting osprey in prior years and they may arrive a bit later.
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Thanks Peter! 
by Dave Mitchell, FSO-PB

While balancing the tasks of everyday 
life, Peter has taken on the Flotilla 
Commander position in this year of 
transition and challenge.  He is always 
ready to represent the flotilla well and 
deal carefully with quorum and other 
issues as they arise.  “Commandress” 

Peg Dellinger Wahl is a constant help.  
The upper photo (taken by Peg) shows 
Peter addressing the recent new 
member class which was organized for 
two nights per week to fit in the 
available desired time slot.  The lower 
photo (taken by D. Mitchell) shows a 
birthday cake served by Peg after the 
one hour TCT class.  Your members 
thank you for doing well on a tough 
job. . . and cake.



Chief Rewards Chefs
photos by Mary Baumgartner 

Menemshaʼs Senior Chief Jason Olsen and a 
boat crew attended our April Flotilla 65 
membership  meeting to present awards to 
Auxiliarists active in the AUXCHEF (now known 
as AUXFS) program at Menemsha.  They 
completed the classroom training, got hepatitis 

shots, and completed a series of hands-on 
qual ificat ion tests before cooking at 
Menemsha..  Without a team of AUXFS cooks 
on deck standing in when the gold side Food 
Service Officer (FSO) is on leave, meal 
organization/preparation and morale may 
suffer.
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AUXFS members present at the meeting receive Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commendation for work at 
Menemsha.  From left Kathy Frey, Joyce Cocke, Barb Mitchell, Doris Govoni, Carolyn McClure,Jayne Morrison, Greg 
Weider, Dave Mitchell, Ed Herman, and Dave McClure and Sr Chief Jason Olsen.  Recipients not present at the 
meeting include Laurie Belanger, Cynthia and Robert Childs, Eugene Connors, Cynthia and Bill Farnum, Steve 
Worden, (all from Flotilla 65) and Karen Kukolich (Marthas Vineyard) and Roger Mitchell (Florida)

Sr. Chief Olsen presents Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Achievement Medal to Carolyn McClure for over 1250 
hours to organize and lead the AUXFS program here.

Crew prepare for the return trip to Menemsha.



Fall River Fishing Club Catches Safely
information and photos from Dan Pope

Three boats were promised at the Fall River 
Fishing Club sponsored Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Vessel Safety Check event in Fall 
River on 28 April 2013.  Twelve showed up!  
Some are shown in the photo at the left.  
Members of several flotillas, including Dan 
and Marion Pope from Flotilla 65 attended 
and served as examiners.  In addition to 

examinations, some members helped 
boaters address problems found.  At the 
eventʼs end all twelve boats passed the 
voluntary examinations.  It was a great 
example of Auxiliarists going the extra 
steps to promote boating saftey and 
fellowship with all boaters.   Real people 
helping people!  
Leaving no possible boating safety 
resource untapped, the Fall River Fishing 
Club held a Blessing of the Fleet at the end 
of the Vessel Saftey Check event on the spot!  The photo at the right shows a uniformed examiner 
discussing examination with a participant  - is that you Marion?  In the background is a priest in 
robes waiting to bless the fleet.
Thatʼs a full service safety event.  
What a great time!

Hear Flotilla 65 Boating Safety Drumbeat ?
by D. Mitchell

Boating safety events were held this spring at West Marine, Pease park and Fairhaven schools.  
In the early  spring USCG Auxiliary information and safety information is distributed at West Marine 
events.  A Vessel Safety Check event was held at Pease Park.  Also, three people, Don Tucker, 
Lois Tucker and Barb Mitchell made presentations on boating safety to all of the third grade 
classes in the Fairhaven public schools and St. Josephʼs elementary.  (I understand that some of 
the youngsters have interesting boating safety stories to tell too.)
In addition, a New Member class was held this spring.  And of course Ed Herman FSO-PV and his 
crew keep the boating safety literature racks full all over the community.
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Castle Hill Operations Training Day
text and photos by Kathy Frey
Here is the note from Kathy - photo top right - which tells you the 
whole story.

Hi Dave,
Attended the training Saturday in Newport at USCG Station 
Castle Hill.  It was really well done.  First part of the day we 
broke up into small groups and worked on heaving lines, 
knots, firefighting, P-6 pump, PIW Recovery which was a real 
person.  In one of the pictures you can see the Commander 
demonstrating the sheet technique for lifting someone more 

easily out of the water. (See photos 
at left.) We had an excellent meal, 
baked chicken, pasta salad, corn on 
the cob, cornbread, fresh fruit salad 
all for free.  Originally on the sign up 
sheet, they had offered hot dogs and 
hamburgers for $5.00.  I don't know 
what happened, but I'm glad it 
did...and they said lunch was on 
them.  Wow! 
It was well attended...I’m.guessing 
about 25-30 people.
We got underway about 1:00 and 
worked on SAR patterns.  After 
about 20 minutes of two different 
patterns, it turned into a real SAR.  
When we heard on radio a boat was 
in trouble near the reef we went 
over, searched and found them 
being towed away from the reef.  
The smaller Coast Guard boat had 
arrived first and a privately owned boat was also helping.
What an interesting day.  Jeff Santos (photo middle right) 

was also there and we got to ride on the biggest privately owned boat, Boss Lady 
(photo bottom right) which was gorgeous inside.  Dave 
and Vicky, the new owners were so gracious, bringing 
us on a tour of the boat, handing out snacks on the 
way back in.
Beautiful weather, really enjoyable day.  I thanked 
Frank Cotter again after getting home. 
Sent you enough pics for you to pick and choose. 
Thanks Dave!
Kathy

Thanks for sharing your day with the whole flotilla Kathy!
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A Look at TCT Training
text and photos by Dave Mitchell

Auxiliarists active in boat crew, food 
service, aviation, marine safety, or other 
“hands on” mission support are required 
to take various amounts of TCT training.  
TCT is Team Coordination Training - itʼs 
about your responsibilities as a team 
member and a team leader in the Coast 
Guardʼs activities.  There is an eight 
hour version required periodically  and a 
one hour refresher required each year 
that the larger course is not taken.  So 
Auxiliarists active in these programs 
take TCT every year.
At Flotilla 65 we are lucky  to have an in-
house instructor who does an excellent 
job on the one hour refresher course: Lee Baumgartner (standing in photo above).  The material is 

interesting and the teaching style - small 
group collaborative analysis and problem 
solving - mimics the behavior desired by a 
good Coast Guard team.  So students 
practice the skills desired in the short class.  
Two  other student groups are shown in the 
middle and bottom photos.)
Leeʼs clear presentation (both ideas and 
voice) and good humor keep  class going 
and fun, yet standards are high.  Lee 
questions carefully to get the most from 
each group and exercise.
This year I needed the eight hour class, so I 
was free to take photos at Leeʼs class.  The 
eight hour class was at Cape Cod Air Base 

and was taught by Dan Farren.  Dan is a retired teacher and has prepared excellent materials and 
exercises (individual, small group and whole 
class) to make the eight hour class go 
swiftly  and productively - The pace is 
excellent.  I did not take photographs.  As I 
understand it Dan is qualified to lead TCT 
training for Auxiliary and gold side as well.  
This was my second eight hour TCT class 
and yet it was fresh and useful.  I 
recommend his class highly.
As a volunteer organization we are lucky to 
have the professional skills of these two 
teachers for TCT.
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Pancakes and Sausage and Fruit - OH MY!
And a yummy breakfast it was too - enjoyed by 
over 100 tummies.  The work of a dedicated group 
made a great event for all.  Thanks to  Denise & 
Trey Kight (that's Trey flipping pancakes), Doris & 
Ted Govoni, Dave & Maggie Harrison, Mary Ann & 
John Jablonski, Gayle & Keith Stalter,and Jean & 
Marsby Warters.  Hope we didn’t miss anyone.

In addition to the people in photos (how many can 
you name?), many “ARSBC children” enjoyed the 
event too.  Alas, recent new rules regarding 
publication of children’s photographs have, for the 
time being,complicated and eliminated that 
practice.  Trust me the kids had a great time too!
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Sunrise Off Maryland: Key West to New Bedford Journey.  Photo D. Mitchell 6/12/13

Please send stories and pictures for August. - Dave Mitchell, dwm6125@gmail.com 
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