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Meet Your New Flotilla Staff Officer - Finance
Flotilla 65 has a new FSO-FN: John Graves has been appointed and was sworn in as FSO-FN at a flotilla 
meeting late this spring.  John grew up in Fairhaven and now lives in North Easton Mass. with his wife 
Mary, daughters Catherine and Caroline, and chocolate 
lab, Daisy.  Boating plays a role in Gravesʼ family life: they  
enjoy cruising Buzzardʼs Bay and Vineyard Sound.  
Special favorites are the beaches at Quickʼs Hole and 
Tarpaulin Cove and tranquillity at Hadley Harbor and Lake 
Tashmoo.  In addition to boating, John enjoys golf, 
basketball, and cheering on his daughters in a variety of 
sports.  
John works as CFO of Symmons Industries in Braintree.  
This experience and his training surely prepare him well to 
accomplish his USCG goal “to provide sound, accurate 
and timely financial reporting to the members of USCG 
AUX 65.”  John is pleased to find a role that matches his 
skills and experience. John joined Flotilla 65 in 2001. He 
looks forward to meeting more members thru his finance 
activities as well as around his boat, ORCA, named after 
Quint's boat from the movie Jaws - his all-time favorite.  His slip is B20.
Thanks to John for taking on this job.

Fellowship Creates Fantastic Fairhaven Homecoming Day
By Rona Trachtenberg

This year's Fairhaven Homecoming Day, on June 25, was successful thanks to two miracles: the rain held 
off and several Auxiliarists stepped forward to assist in running the Public Affairs exhibit with me. Much 
thanks and appreciation go to: Peter & Peg Wahl, Marsby Warters, Pam Rainey, Dave Mitchell 
(photographer), Charlie Kovach of Bristol, R.I. (operating Coastie), Marty Conceicao (as Sea Otter) and 
wife/assistant Lil, Joe Alcobia (lending out the BOAT US Foundation's lifejackets for kids), Linda Meredith 
(who donated the two raffle prizes) and her husband Terry (who got us the great tent location). [Editor cites 
third miracle - Ronaʼs organization and energy at event.  See photos pages 3 and 4.]

June Newsletter is “Special”
Since Flotilla 65 has been without our cost effective means of newsletter distribution (the website) since 
late April, I have issued this “downsized” June issue with news and 
photos current at the time, but no Commanderʼs or ARSBC 
Presidentʼs messages.  They have used “All-Hands” e-mails and 
member meetings to stay in touch.  Also, I have left out time-
sensitive announcements.  I expect that the Newsletter will “catch 
up” with the flotilla in the August issue.
So, letʼs all have a fun and safe boating season and catch up on the 
news when the website is ready. [Editor]   
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John and Mary Graves enjoy time at tranquil 
Tarpaulin Cove. Photo by John Graves.
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SEEN ON PATROL:   Cape Cod Canal Transited by Paddle Boards
Photos by Bob Parker, text by Dave 
Mitchell
When a distressed vessel case 
begins, there are questions 
about the “platform” - meaning 
what sort of vessel is involved.  
But these vessels really  ARE 
platforms!

Escorted by USCG Auxiliary 
safety patrol vessels (including 
Leo Lakeʼs shown in the photo) 
these athletes started at the 
west (south?) end of the Cape 
Cod Canal and paddled thru to 

the red tower at the east (north?) 
end.  And yes, they went with the 
current.  It is believed that they 
continued to Plymouth that day.
In general all craft in the canal 
require motors, but a special 
exception was made for these 
athletes paddling north up  the  
entire U.S. Atlantic Coast.
Please, send your photo and a story 
for this feature to Dave Mitchell at  
pa.flotilla65@gmail.com . 
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USCG Aux Safe Boating Message at Fairhaven Homecoming
by Dave Mitchell

Event organizer Rona 
T r a c h t e n b e r g 
introduces a youngster 
to Coastie for a short 
discussion of boating 
safety.  Photo by  D. 
Mitchell

“Sammy the Sea Otter” is 
here too.  He appeals to 
the young and young-at-
heart (Jean Warters, left, 
and Lil Conceicao, right).  
H e y , w a s n ʼ t M a r t y 
Conceicao here a minute 
ago?  Photo by  M. 
Warters
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All eyes are on 
Coastie. So, as 
in The Wizard of 
O z : “ P a y  n o 
a t t e n t i o n t o 
those high tech 
volunteers on 
the sidewalk.”  
Now we can, 
they are (l to r) 
Charlie Kovach, 
F-83, and Pam 
Rainey. Photo 
by D. Mitchell

Rona (right) helps keep Bailey, Laura 
St. Martinʼs dog, hydrated while Laura 
holds the collar.  This PA booth has 
“whatever it takes.”   Photos by D. 
Mitchell  
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T h i s v e s s e l  
appears to be a  
USCG 47-foot 
MLB.  It has the 
l e t t e r s K E Y 
WEST on the 
stern and was 
o b s e r v e d 
r e c e i v i n g a 
faceli f t at an 
area yard.  The 
p h o t o w a s 
taken during a 
Marine Safety 
Patrol.  Photo 
by D. Mitchell
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Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Jeffery VanSkyhawk, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
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