
Flotilla 65ʼs Change of Watch 
Ceremony accomplished its 
main goals: thanking Mary 
Baumgartner for her leadership 
as flotilla commander on the last 
watch and welcoming Jeff 
VanSkyhawk FC, Jeffery Santos 
VFC, and flotilla staff officers as 
they begin the next watch.

Flotilla 65ʼs donation of over 
17,000 hours of service during 
2010 was recognized.by service 
awards and certificates of 
course completion.  The totals 
and awards recognize the day 
to day efforts of members 
supporting Coast Guard and 
CG Auxiliary missions. 

Two exceptional 2010 events were also 
recognized. A Coast Guard Meritorious Team  
Commendation was presented by LT Eric 
Runyon and Robert Simcox MST1, Marine 
S a f e t y  D e t a c h m e n t , N e w 
Bedford on behalf of Adm Neptun 
to flotilla members who provided 
logistical support to the safety 
and cleanup of the vessel 
P u r s u i t .  P u r s u i t w a s   
c o n t a m i n a t e d w i t h a g i n g 
chemical weapons during a clam 
harvest last summer.  Tactical 
unit members had already sent 
Flotilla 65 souvenirs which have 

been framed for display (photo page 4)

Also, a citation recognized Bose executive 
Craig Horgan’s  help clearing the way for Jeff 
VanSkyhawk, a Bose employee, to accept a 30 

day mission at Deepwater 
Horizon, the oil spill cleanup in 
the Gulf of Mexico.

D i n n e r , c e r e m o n y, a n d 
fellowship provided the best 
evening possible - without a 
boat.
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From left, VFC Jeff Santos and FC Jeff VanSkyhawk,as they are sworn 
in by DCDR Mary Baumgartner. Photo  M. Warters
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“Meet” Your 2011 Flotilla 65 Officers 

Elected Officers:

Jeff VanSkyhawk# Flotilla Commander (FC)
Jeff Santos# # Flotilla Vice Commander (VFC)

Appointed Flotilla Staff Officers

Tom Saunders# Aids to Navigation(FSO-AN)
Joe Correia# # Communications(FSO-CM)
Mary Baumgartner# Communication Services 
# # # (FSO-CS)
Paul Sadeck# # Finance(FSO-FN)
Leo Lake# # Human Resources(FSO-HR) 
Laurel Carlson# Information Services(FSO-IS)
Marsby Warters# Materials(FSO-MA)
Robert Millette# Marine Safety(FSO-MS)
Keith Stalter# # Member Training(FSO-MT)
Bob Joseph# # Operations(FSO-OP)
Dave Mitchell# Public Affairs(FSO-PA)
Dave Mitchell# Publications(FSO-PB)
Bob Millette# # Public Education (FSO-PE)
Ed Herman# # Program Visitors(FSO-PV)
Claire Millette# Secretary/Records(FSO-SR)
Lorraine Sadeck # Vessel Examination(FSO-VE)

Swearing in 2011 Flotilla Staff Officers.  From Left, Marsby Warters, Ed Herman, Laurel Carlson, Tom 
Saunders, Bob Joseph, Joe Correia, Mary Baumgartner, Paul Sadeck, Jeff VanSkyhawk, Lorraine Sadeck, 
Robert Millette (Claire is beside him, but obscured), Keith Stalter, and Dave Mitchell.  Photo J. Warters.   

Ralph and Eileen Dlouhy, above, and 
Claire and Robert Millette, below, at CoW  
Photos by Warters
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More Change of Watch Attendees - 
From the top are Dot and Jim Mello, 
Linda and Terry Merideth, Jackie 
Bettancourt and Rich Schuster, and 
Marsby and JeanneWarters.
photos by Warters and Mitchell 
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Above - Citation Recipients (front row from left to right) Jeanne 
and Marsby Warters, Bob and Margie Joseph, Tony and Alice 
Madedo, Mary Baumgartner, Robert Millette, Keith Stalter, and 
Lee Baumgartner) as the citation is read.  Right - Robert 
Millette presents framed gifts from MSRT supported during the 
operation to Flotilla Commander Mary Baumgartner 2010.  
Photos D. Mitchell

Photocopy of the Coast Guard Meritorious Team Citation:



Establishing Radio Communications 
with WBSM and Phil Paleologos

On the water boaters usually use VHF radio.  
On January 21st Flotilla 65 took to the radio 
waves in the AM band - 1420 to be precise.  
Je f f VanSkyhawk, Je f f Santos , Mary 
Baumgartner and Dave Mitchell were Phill 
Paleologosʼs guests on WBSM radioʼs Mid-
morning Magazine.  The topics covered 
included Jeffʼs deployment in the Gulf of 
Mexico, flotilla and division leadership changes, 
and Public Boating Safety  Education classes 
which began January 24th.  Shown are Phil, 
Jeff V, Jeff S. and Dave.  Mary took the 
photograph.
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Fellow Shipmates, 
Itʼs hard to believe that spring is so near.  Within a month we will be 
working on our boats and getting ready for another fun and exciting 
boating season.  Our performance as a top notch unit continues to 
grow at a phenomenal rate.  Last year we contributed over 17,000 
hours of volunteer service which was a seventy percent increase 
over our previous highest year of 10,000 hours in 2009.   
Congratulations and thanks to all of you especially Mary 
Baumgartner and our staff officers.
Our Change of Watch was a huge success with over 100 in 
attendance.  The food was great and everyone had a fantastic 
time.  Our staff officers are busy preparing and refining our many 
programs to support Coast Guard missions and Recreation 
Boating Safety Programs.  With everything going on in the world 

today your community and country need your help now more than ever.  If you are not currently 
involved in one of our programs, please see me or a staff officer to get involved. [or “Call to Action” 
p.6-Ed.]  Everyone has something to contribute.
A little about me, I have been in the Auxiliary and a member of Flotilla 65 for a little over five 
years.  This has been the most rewarding experience of my life.  The work and quality of the people 
I have met and worked with is quite remarkable.  I initially joined out of a sense of patriotism, a 
desire to do community service and of course a lifetime love of the ocean and boating.  I would have 
never believed that I would have learned so much, had so much fun and been involved in so many 
exciting and rewarding adventures and activities.
I have an open door policy and am here to serve you.   Please contact me at anytime with your 
questions and concerns.  I am looking forward to doing my very best to serve you as Commander of 
Flotilla 65 1st District Northern Region for 2011.  # # # Jeff VanSkyhawk FC-65 1NR
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Call To Action:  Ways You Can Help Now
Marine Safety Patrols run year-round.  We need help  now.  You can free active duty people at the 
New Bedford USCG office for other duty by volunteering one morning per week as observer from a 
land vehicle.  There are current openings  Get schedule and qualification information from Robert 
Millette, FSO-MS.
Member Training: TCT (the 8 hr course) will be 5 March.  To register contact Keith Stalter, FSO-MT, 
at arpeggio56@comcast.net 
New Member BQ Class:  Winter BQ has begun.  If you know someone who should be a member, 
ask them to contact Leo Lake, FSO-HR, to get the details on the next BQ class. 

Flotilla 65 at Boat Show
by Ed Herman, FSO-PV
Photos courtesy of Erin Marcotte 
wife of Flotilla 65 member Matthew 
Marcotte

Flotilla 65 members Laurel Carlson 
and Ed Herman (shown at right)
represented CGAux at the Rhode 
Island Boat show in January.  Our 
booth was a great fit for the show 
and we provided visiting boaters with 
lots of great information about 
boating safety and Auxiliary 
programs.

For visiting children, another Auxiliary 
representative might have upstaged Ed and 
Laurel: “Coastie” the talking boat shared near 
eye-level conversation with youngsters about 
boating safety.  Children can model good 
behavior for adults too.
The night proved very rewarding as Auxiliary 
practices were shared with everyone.  Also, 
presenters get free admission to the show and, 
during breaks, can view other exhibits.
Every year we look for volunteers for local boats 
shows to help promote our mission.  Boat show 
presentation is a 7030 mission just like on the 
water safety patrols.  If you want to participate 
contact FSO-PV Ed Herman. 

mailto:arpeggio56@comcast.net
mailto:arpeggio56@comcast.net
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You Are Invited to
Building Better Boats at 80 Middle St.

Slideshow and Refreshments at 7:30 pm Wednesday 30 March 2011
For about 200 years our property in Fairhaven has been used for vessel design, construction, 
maintenance, storage, and repair.  Our building, made around 1840, served as residence and offices.  
It housed world renowned naval architects and designers and endured fire and storms.  

The story of the boats, building, and people, based on recent research, will be presented by Dave 

Mitchell as a slide show.  ARSBC will receive a Fairhaven Historic House Plaque authorized 
based on the research.  Barb Mitchell has promised cake and coffee for after.  PLEASE COME.   

S E E N O N PAT R O L : 
visiting the archives
by Bob Joseph FSO-OP
During a late 80ʼs patrol on 
the vessel Kate Dennis 
Brennan, Don Tucker and I 
saw Coast Guard 41-foot 
Utility Boat 41418 (still in 
service at Woods Hole) 
carrying bales of material from 
a large abandoned sailboat 
which had run aground.on 
Pasque Island.  

Undoubtedly the sailboat rode higher without the 
excess cargo.
Photo shows Dennis, left, and Don, during the 
patrol while I took the pictures.
If you have photos and a story for this feature, 
p lease send them to Dave Mi tche l l a t  
pa.flotilla65@gmail.com . 

mailto:pa.flotilla65@gmail.com
mailto:pa.flotilla65@gmail.com
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for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Jeffery VanSkyhawk, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

Now that the hard winter has set in we have 
found other ways to enjoy the club!
Some members are enjoying private parties.  We 
also have had football playoff parties,a Super 
Bowl party and we continue to have members 
meet for games of pool, cards, quilting and 
fellowship.

Our classrooms are very busy with member 
training and public education.
Thanks to Chet Smigel who has kept the parking 
lot plowed and to all those members who have 
helped shovel, salt and keep an eye on the 
property this winter.
We are all looking forward to Spring!

From the Presidentʼs Deck:
by Lee J. Baumgartner

http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

