
COMMANDERʼS MESSAGE:   
Greetings Fellow Auxiliarists!
This has been an eventful year for Flotilla 65.  
As Flotilla Commander, 2013 has been a 
challenging and fulfilling journey for myself 
and I am sure all our Flotilla Staff Officers. Looking back on the past year and seeing the positive 
approach we all brought to our Flotilla activities -  member training courses, public education for 
safe boating practices, and welcoming new members joining our ranks - instills a sense of pride 
and commitment to be part of one of the most respected organizations in our country, the United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary.  It is my hope and challenge to continue through the year 2014 as 
your Flotilla Commander and to continue to strive for the positive and productive fulfillment of our 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary mission, which is to promote safe boating education and 
practices, support the United States Coast Guard in their missions and foster fellowship.  I ask for 
your continued help and support to achieve these goals.
To my 2013 Bridge, VFC Marsby Warters, IPFC Mary Baumgartner, FSO-CM Jeffrey Santos, 
FSO-CS William Farnham, FSO-DV Louise Medeiros, FSO-FN John Graves, FSO-HR Kathy Frey, 
FSO-IS Laurel Carlson, FSO-MA Paul Wesoly, FSO-MS Robert Kocor, FSO-MT Keith Stalter, 
FSO-OP Kenneth Mingola, FSO-PA Linda Meredith, FSO-PB David Mitchell, FSO-PE Joseph 
Correia Jr., FSO-PV Edward Herman, FSO-SR Nancy Jacobsen, FSO-VE Daniel Pope and 
Assistant PE Officer Joyce Cocke:  I truly appreciate your assistance, dedication and commitment 
to the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65 and its members throughout the past year.
One added note, a very special and heartfelt thanks to a person that has supported me through all 
of the trials and tribulations of the past year, my beloved wife, Peg Dellinger-Wahl. 
Wishing Happy Holidays to all our Auxiliarists and their families.
Semper Paratus,
Peter B. Wahl 

Member Larry Branco Aids Fall Victim
According to the Standard Times, Larry helped remove a 
women from the water at Leonard’s  Wharf New Bedford after 
she lost her balance, fell hitting the dock and entered the water 
about midnight one night in early November.  She had been 
visiting her husband on a fishing boat.  She went to the hospital 
with a possible hip injury and hypothermia. Larry is a Harbor 
Security officer.
Great job Larry!
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ALL HANDS! PLEASE ATTEND MEMBER 
MEETING 7:30 PM 18 DECEMBER 2013 
SO THERE IS A QUORUM FOR FLOTILLA 
ELECTIONS AND OTHER BUSINESS.



2 0 1 3 P l y m o u t h 
Thanksgiving Parade
Photos by Peg Dellinger-Wahl

Top: Joyce Cocke and new member 
Garth Rowe carrying the banner.  
Middle: Auxiliary honor guard escorts 

brass from the gold side.  Bottom: Sammy the 
Sea Otter (Brandon Dumas FL 93 Springfield 
Mass), Coastie and PFD Panda (Marty Conceicao 

FL 65) warm up the huge crowd to give 
the Coast Guard “a roaring cheer as we 
passed by.”

Over the many years we have 
participated in this  event, in good 
weather and not so good, Coast Guard 
participants feel the appreciation of the 
people we serve.

Flotilla 65 Member to Lead Division 6 in 2014 
This  fall Division 6 elected Ken Mingola as Division Commander for 
2014.  Ken is  the most recent in a string of leaders  from FL 65. Jeff 
VanSkyhawk, Dave McClure and Mary Baumgartner were the three 
division 6 commanders prior to Mingola. 

Ken served as FL-65 FSO-OP in 2013.  He has  also held posts at the 
division level.

BZ Ken!

Photo of Ken being sworn in is from Dan Pope.
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Silver Provides Training for Gold
Text and photos from Dave McClure
Sector South East New England now requires Coast Guard members to complete a NASBLA 
(National Safe Boating Law Administrators)Safe Boating Course to use Coast Guard Morale 
Boats.
Senior Chief Jason Olsen, Station Menemsha OIC, asked the Marthaʼs Vineyard Detachment of 
Flotilla 11-02, Woods Hole, to provide a suitable course.  Dave Raphael 10-01 and David McClure 
65 who both are experienced teaching the About Boating Safety course,.were invited to attend a 
meeting at Station Menemsha.
The team traveled to Station Menemsha, in early 
September to discuss the type of class that would 
meet the requirements as well as the where and 
when.  After discussing the various types of Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Safe Boating Courses, it was 
decided to conduct an About Boating Safety 
Course to the sections while they were on duty.
On September 10th, Auxiliarists Dave Raphael 
10-01, David McClure 65, met with Chris Shaw and 
Dave Pothier of the MV Detachment 11-02 to 
present the class.  The class was taught with three 
of the Auxiliarists sharing the teaching duties and 
Dave Pothier observing and taking notes for his 
teaching debut in October.
Eleven Coast Guardsmen took the class and were 
pleased that the Auxiliary could provide the support and expertise.  As the class progressed, the 
interaction and appreciation for the Auxiliarists grew.
Sr. Chief motivated the group with a 4 hour “Special Liberty” chit for the highest test score.  With 

this incentive in mind, the students 
were attentive and motivated.
As expected all members of the group 
passed the test and the Special Liberty 
Pass became an issue as three 
members tied for the high score.  With 
his crew in mind, Sr Chief awarded 3 
Special Liberty passes.  The Station 
Members received their certificates of 
completion and laminated cards.
After a long day on the island, the 
Auxiliarists traveled home, knowing 
that they had helped their shipmates.  
The next class is scheduled for 
October 1st for the other duty section, 
with “Special Liberty Passes” 
promised.
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Graduates of the Class presented September 10th 2013 at Station 
Menemsha

Jason Chappa BM1 XPO Station Menemsha enters 
responses to exam questions.



Recognition for Recent Accomplishments
by Marsby Warters VFC

Congratulations and welcome aboard to 2013 new members and congratulations to the individuals 
listed for their accomplishments recognized in the last month or so.
New Members -

The following new members attained BQ status in 2013:
Jorge Arruda    
Laurent Branco
Lynne Charbonneau   
Roger Choquette
Brian Cooney
Freddie Estremera
Thomas Gallagher

Johan Gunderson
Thomas Hedrick
Michael Livingstone    
Robert Magellan
Dorothy Mello
Louise Merrick
Joao Mete

Kenneth McKinney
James Openshaw
John Pacheco
Jonathan Parker
John Riley
Garth Rowe
Caryn Sousa-Aguiar

Two new members - Richard Houle and Charles Cipoletta - await final clearance in AP status.  
John McCluskey is in IQ status.

Individual Awards – Flotilla 65
Michael P. McNamara" " Fifteen year membership award
Barbara T. Mitchell" " Instructor Qualification
Doris Govoni" " " Completion of ICS 100
Edward Govoni" " " Completion of ICS 100

Flotilla 65 Recognition
2012 Earle Clement Plaque - Most Member Training Hours – 230 Hours
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Bob Joseph is ready to take ID photos.  Photo by M. Baumgartner



Dockside Fellowship
by Laura St. Martin

The auxiliary’s cheerful C-dock 
companion, though not a member, 
Hunter, was in a pet parade for 
Halloween.  He had his fireman’s 
hat on and a teddy bear to rescue.  
Hunter took 1st place, much to my 
surprise because of his minimal 
costume.  He was awarded a trophy 
with a ribbon,  a certificate and 3 
months in the bone of the month 
club.  (Good boy - Ed.)

At right Hunter with his fire hat  
costume stands by his warm 
winter hearth with his ribbon, 
certificate and trophy.  Photo by 
L. St. Martin.  (Not surprisingly, 
the bone is not in sight. - Ed.)
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To all of our new members...
CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME ABOARD!!!  I hope you will all enjoy the 
many great experiences the USCG Auxiliary - Flotilla 65 has to offer.  It has been 
one of the best things I've ever done.  I have had amazing mentors that have taught 
me so much, met so many wonderful people and look forward to the great 
variety of opportunities that are offered.  

Whether it's on the water, in the kitchen, racing dinghy's in Menemsha, attending 
parties, helping new members find their way...it's been a rewarding experience.

I also want to commend the instructors who give so much of their time to us...they 
are awesome!  I'm sure you will find that you can approach any one of them and 
they will go out of their way to help you.

Good luck to all of you and enjoy the ride!!

Kathy Frey, FSO-HR



Two Flotilla 65 Women Help Load 
Truck on 90 Foot Vessel 
by D. Mitchell, photos D. Mello

As many members gathered early Saturday 3 
November for floats out activities, Flotilla 65 member 
Jeannie Warters delivered a bag of her well known 
ginger cookies to MV TwoCan at Captain Leroyʼs 
marina on Popeʼs Island - a bon voyage gift!  
TwoCanʼs Captain Art Sansoucy and crew Dave 
MItchell were preparing for the fall relocation cruise 
to Florida, but needed help with lines to leave 
Leroyʼs, dock at Union Wharf in Fairhaven to load 
Artʼs truck on TwoCan and return to Leroyʼs to 
complete preparations for departure early Sunday.  
Jeannie and fellow Fl 65 member Dot Mello handled 
the dock lines and helped steady the pickup truck as 
it was loaded on TwoCan.  All hands were busy 
while docking, but Dot was able to photograph 
events when the heavy dock lines were secure.  
Top photo shows Jeannie and Dave preparing straps 
to pick up the pickup truck.  Middle: Jeannie and 
Dave tend “tag” lines to position truck in the air as it 
crosses from wharf to vessel.  Bottom: Dave (next to 
truck) and Art on wing deck wave as TwoCan backs 
away from Union Wharf.
The well-started trip to Key West took eight days - 
about 190 hours continuous operation.  After losing 
sight of Block Island, the next land seen was the 
Bahamas and then Florida.  Vessel traffic was light 
until the Bahamas.  Weather was mostly gentle and 
equipment performed well.  The truck and other 
cargo stayed secure.  Only the ginger cookies did 
not survive the trip. 
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Become a  Program Visitor
Rack Up Some Volunteer Service Hours !

Program Visitors assure that print materials promoting 
Boating Safety and Training are Available to the Public.

Join Flotilla 65’s Growing Program Visitor effort 
by Contacting Ed Herman FSO-PV



PARTY TIME !
Decorations, food 
and ID concealing 
costumes were lots 
of fun at ARSBC’s 
Halloween party.

One photo 
suggests a 
new cable 

show: 
Zombie Duck 

Dynasty!
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Save This Date !
Change of Watch Scheduled

Saturday 11 January 2014
6:00 PM Century House

107 South Main St
Acushnet, Massachusetts  

Tickets are available from many
 Flotilla Staff Officers

$25 for members and $35 for guests.
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As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
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