
Flotilla Election Results: Looking Aft and Forward
by D. Mitchell
The votes were counted and the membership chose new leadership for the 2012 year.  Jeff 
VanSkyhawk  (photo below from J. VanSkyhawk) and Jeff Santos will complete their terms soon 

and Mary Baumgartner and Claire Millette will then begin serving as Flotilla 
Commander and Flotilla Vice Commander respectively.  Our Change of 
Watch ceremony is detailed on page two.
So this is an ideal moment to look aft at 2011.  Jeff VanSkyhawk and Jeff 
Santos led the flotilla through a year of growth   A year not without 
challenges.  Last month VanSkyHawk summarized the year as follows 
“What an amazing year Flotilla 65 has had. In addition to vigorous 
continuing programs such as Vessel Examination, Program 
Visitors, Marine Safety, and Boat Crew Qualification Academy, we 
celebrate two NEW programs:  AUXCHEF is truly  cooking at 

Menemsha after training 11 and Menemsha Radio Watchstander training has 
begun. . . .  We provided safe harbor, mooring for six Coast Guard Vessels and 
berthing for 16 US Coast Guard personnel during TS Irene.  And we enjoyed 
Menemsha Day fellowship with another sweet Blind Dinghy Race victory. 

Jeff reminded us of record member participation and qualification of coxswains and boat crew.  
Throughout the year Jeff Santos has played a critical role.  He has effectively coordinated Staff 
Officers through reports and meetings and substituted for Flotilla Commander when Jeff V was 
unavailable.  Both Jeffs participated in numerous events of the flotilla and division.  These leaders 
stuck to the job they took on despite personal and family travail.  Also, John Graves and Dennis 
Bellanger stepped forward mid year and completed Finance and Communications/website tasks 
for the flotilla.  Thanks to all who served last year on the Flotilla 65 leadership team.
Itʼs also a fine time to look forward to 2012.  The flotilla membership elected Mary Baumgartner 
(photo below from M. Baumgartner), who served as Division 6 Commander during 2011, as Flotilla 

65 Commander for 2012.  During 2011 the division coordinated support for 
the visit of Eagle in New Bedford.  Dozens of Flotilla 65 members 
participated in that memorable event.  Of course 
Mary also led the flotilla during 2009 and 2010 - 
years of record growth and award winning 
accomplishment.  Our 2012 Flotilla Vice 
Commander is Claire Millette.  Claire has served 
as secretary for Flotilla 65 and Division 6.  In 
addition, she is House Manager for the ARSBC 
and has headed numerous projects to improve 
the building making it more functional and 
pleasant for the use of all.  Thanks to Mary and 
Claire for agreeing to serve for 2012.
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United  States  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary  
First  District  Northern  Region  

  
Flotilla  65  Change  of  Watch  
Saturday  14  January  2012  

  
Century  House  

107  South  Main  Street  
Acushnet,  Massachusetts  

  
Social  Hour:  6:00PM  

  
Cash  Bar  

Gourmet  Cheese  with  Crackers  and  Fresh  Fruit  
  

Dinner:  7:30PM  
  

Family  Style  Dinner  
  

Vegetable  Soup  
Tossed  Salad  
Choice  of    

Boneless  Stuffed  Breast  of  Chicken  or  Baked  Scrod    
with  

Roasted  Potatoes,  Glazed  Baby  Carrots  
Assorted  Rolls  

  
Dessert    

  Vanilla  Ice  Cream  and  Chocolate  Sauce  
  Coffee,  Tea  or  Milk  

  
Member  Tickets  $20.00  
Guest  Tickets  $30.00  

  
Contact:    

Mary  Baumgartner 508-951-6025  or  mb-uscgaux@comcast.net    
Claire  Millette 508-641-8399  or  claire.millette@comcast.net    

  
    



Remembering 
Robert Millette
by D. Mitchell 

Auxiliarist, volunteer, 
teacher, story teller, 
humorist, and friend - we 
miss Bob and see him every 
day.
We miss an Auxiliarist who 
logged over 9000 hrs (thatʼs 
over 4 full time years) in boat 
crew, marine safety,  color 
guard, meetings, leadership, 
public education, member 
training, and  direct mission 

support.   And Bob made coxswain 
while fighting cancer.  We miss a 
volunteer who did whatever he saw 
needed doing: repairs, framing, 
cleaning, remodeling, AV 
maintenance, even learning a new 
silicone molding technique  to repair 
our podium.  We miss a teacher who 
enjoyed praising the 
accomplishments of young  people 
making an effort to do the right thing 
- even a young male nurse in the 
hospital when I last saw Bob.  Also 
on that last visit, Barb asked Bob if 
he had always been a pickup truck 
owner.  Oh, the story that followed 
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Above, Bob honors the colors 
during Eagle visit summer 2011.  
Photo D. Mitchell. 

Left, Bob enjoys working with Seth 
Baumgartner. 

Below, Joe Roy and Bob catch a 
few rays during a cold MS patrol 
winter 2010.  Photo D. Mitchell



was a gem that started with his first car and 
was a review of his life thru a series of 
windshields with digressions about pranks, 
friends, relationships, and auto repairs and 
rebuilds.  We miss the stories.  Humor?  
Yes, we miss it, but I dare not pick a 
favorite.  Bob is a truly missed friend who 
let me know how to improve and tell me 
when I did, too.
Yet we see Bob every day.  Not in a 
mystical spectral way, but in his legacy of 
attitudes, values, and behaviors we can see 
and imitate.  Flotilla members volunteer 
record hours on longstanding and new 
programs.  We try to accomplish what 
needs doing because the mission is bigger 
than any of us.  We see him when the 
colors and uniform are displayed with care.  
We see him when we see good teaching in 
AUX or in schools.  We see him when a 
teacher's story is about a lost student 
finding his way thru personal guidance, 
discipline, and caring.  We see him when 
we appreciate craftsmanship.  His smile 
and humor are here - the poker face when 
an MS patrol driver gently steers for a bump 
as the "recorder" attempts paperwork.  And 
when we enjoy friends, Bob is here.
We miss you Bob.  We thank God we knew 
you.  And weʼre glad when we see your 
legacy continue.
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Above, Training patrol on Chloe 
Rose during summer of 2011 while 
receiving cancer treatments, Bob 
earns Coxswain qualification. Photo 
by Bob Parker.  

Left, Claire and Bob at a formal 
event 



Historic Fairhaven 
Vessel Visits
by D. Mitchell

18 October 2011, 
Fairhaven, MA - The 56-
ft motorsailer ketch 
Guildive, built in 1934, 
returned to Fairhaven, its 
point of conception 
today.  Guildive was 
designed by William H. 
Hand Jr. whose firm 
occupied our building - 
80 Middle St in 
Fairhaven.  Hand is now 
counted among the most 
prominent of the early 
20th century vessel 
designers.  Among 
Handʼs innovations is the 
development of the motorsailer - a combination of a sailboatʼs smooth riding efficient hull with the 
reliability of light weight internal combustion engines which had, at that time, recently become 
available.  Serving over the years as private yacht, WWII patrol vessel, and pioneer Caribbean 
charter vessel, Guildive now summers in Castine Maine where Captains Kate Kana and Zander 
Parker offer charters.   Fairhaven is the first stop (a very brief fuel stop at that) on the way to 
Maryland which will be Guildiveʼs winter home.  Guildive, originally named RESTLESS, was built 
in 1934 in Brooklyn using Handʼs plans and has since been modified with a taller modern sailing 
rig, deeper keel, and safety items such as lifelines, but still retains the essence of an early 20th 
century yacht.  While Guildive will be in Castine next summer, efforts are underway to invite Hand 
designed vessels to a homecoming in Fairhaven as part of the townʼs Bicentennial celebration.

Improve Next Boating Season ~ Hereʼs How
by K. Stalter and D. Mitchell
You can improve your next boating experience by taking advantage of member training 
opportunities.  Central to the Auxiliaryʼs Specialist courses are Weather, Seamanship, and 
Communications.  Of the six former AUXOP courses, these three are the required core courses in 
the new AUXOP program.  The other three count as electives should you be anticipating that 
accomplishment.  But more important than AUXOP recognition, the knowledge you will gain or 
renew will improve your ability to have great boating experiences, function on patrols, and aid 
others.  Members obtain Specialist recognition at the end of each course by passing a closed 
book, proctored examination with a score of 75% or better.
The Auxiliary Weather Specialty course, AUXWEA, is designed to present the Auxiliarist with a 
thorough knowledge of weather, its importance in the marine environment and to the conduct of 
safe and effective operations. An AUXWEA Specialist is able to make accurate and valuable short 
range (several hours) weather forecasts to enable crew mates to avoid dangerous weather 
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GUILDIVE crew prepare for mooring at Fairhaven Shipyardʼs fuel dock.  Photo D. 
Mitchell



conditions while performing their patrol activities. Long range (two or more days) forecasts are 
also developed to assist in planning operational activities.
The Auxiliary Weather Specialist develops a keen sense of weather processes, including those 
which have an element of danger: the thunderstorm, the squall line, fog, tornadoes and other 
severe phenomena. A comprehensive knowledge of weather processes and effects is essential to 
the competent mariner, whether on the high seas, the coastal areas, lakes and rivers or local 
reservoirs. 
The Auxiliary Seamanship Specialty course, AUXSEA, is designed to present the Auxiliarist with a 
thorough knowledge of vessels and proficiency in their operation. An AUXSEA Specialist has 
extensive knowledge of how vessels are constructed and operated. The AUXSEA Specialist 
understands marine engines, how to perform minor repairs, is knowledgeable about vessel 
handling and knows how to approach distress situations.
The Auxiliary Communications Specialty course, AUXCOM, focuses on radio communications for 
the Auxiliary and Coast Guard, providing broad knowledge of the fundamental principles 
underlying communications systems in use by both the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary.
Auxiliarists owning or operating Fixed Land, Land Mobile, or DF Radio Facilities must complete 
the Auxiliary Telecommunications Operator Personal Qualification Standard (TCO PQS) training or 
must have completed the Communications Specialty (AUXCOM) course prior to 1 August 2008.
Contact FSO-MT, Keith Stalter, watch the bulletin board, and visit the website to be aware of 
member training opportunities.

Menemsha Day Photos
from Linda Meredith

Last Summerʼs Menemsha Day activities included 
cookout and the ever popular Blind Dinghy Races . 
Contestant teams, a blindfolded rower and a sighted 
coxswain giving verbal direction, pilot around a course.  
This strategy/teamwork event prize stayed with a 
Flotilla 65 team again this year.  Photos show the 
station cupola, contestants rowing thru the course, and 
winners Tony and Alice Macedo receiving their trophy.  
Chief Olsen vows a different award result next year, 
but hopefully the event will be as much fun as ever.  
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Halloween Party Photos
from M. Warters and D. Mitchell
Hoo was there?  Can you ID these 
costumed 
attendees?  

Thanks to 
Alice for a 
great evening.

Page 7



Editorʼs Note:  With this issue, I complete my term as newsletter editor.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to do this job for the last one and one-half years and wish the new editor a fine 
experience.  I will contribute as possible and work on Fairhaven Bicentennial and other projects.  
Thanks for your contributions, patience, and support. - Dave Mitchell
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Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Jeffery VanSkyhawk, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

Good Day!

This will be my last newsletter column as the President of the ARSBC, as I will be handing the 
reins over to Mr. Robert Parker! I would like to take the opportunity to say thanks to the 
elected officers, board of directors and chairpersons for their support in helping move this club  
forward these last three years during my presidency. Thanks again to all the members who 
stepped up for various work parties and individual efforts that in concert got the necessary 
jobs done.

I'd like to wish everyone Happy Holidayʼs and will be looking forward to seeing you in the 
spring when we start putting the floats back in the water or perhaps on the working end of 
snow shovels this winter!

Thanks for all your support.

From the Presidentʼs Deck:
by Lee J. Baumgartner
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