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District Awards for FL65 Members
photos and text by Mary Baumgartner
Several FL65 members received awards at the First District 
Northern Region Awards Luncheon on May 7, 2017 in Lawrence, 
Mass. 
David McClure – 1st Place Most Member Training Instructor 
Hours in 2016: 385.5 Hours. (top photo: from left Charles 
Grossimon DCOS, CDR Matt Barker, DIRAUX, Dave McClure 
and COMO Philip Kubat DCO)
Carolyn McClure – 2nd place Most Member Food Service hours 
in 2016: 175 hours.  And Special Award - the Chief of Staff’s 

Plaque from 
Charles B. 
Grossimon 
(middle photo 
from left Barker, Grossimon, Carolyn McClure and COMO 
Kubat).
Mary Baumgartner – Special Award  - 2016  Immediate Past 
District Commodores Plaque -  COMO Ronald Booth IPDCO 
(bottom photo from left Grossimon, Barker, Mary 
Baumgartner, COMOs Ron Booth and Kubat)
The Special Awards were presented for work on the events 
in 2016 STrain/DTrain.
Daniel Pope, FC Flotilla 65 was also presented with the 
Earle Clement Award for the Flotilla conducting the most 

Member Training hours in 2016 - 
682.75 hr.  No photo.  
Congratulations to all and thanks 
for your work!
(Due to editor’s error publication 
was delayed until August. -Ed.)
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Commander’s Message:  
Marjorie Green Joseph 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. It seems there is always a push 
to pack in as many warm weather activities as possible in our short 
season and never enough time to do it all.

As is often the case in August, this edition of Safe Harbor focuses 
largely on the Operations program and gives the reader an idea of what 
people dressed in ODUs (Operational Dress Uniforms) actually do 
when they leave the dock. In addition to Operations, other programs 
that focus on boating safety and recreational boaters are also in full 
swing.

Laurel Carlson has again shared more about the workings of 
Information Services in the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Largely a ”behind the scenes” mission that rarely 
gets recognized, the people who do this work make it possible for the Coast Guard and others to get 
a full picture of how much valuable work is done by Auxiliarists. 

Regular monthly meetings and training will resume in September. In the meantime, enjoy the rest of 
the summer and stay safe!

Margie

Learning About New Bedford Commercial Fishing Losses

If you want to learn more about New Bedford based fishing vessels and fishermen lost at sea, 
there is lots of information on a site from Fairhaven’s Millicent Library.  
The site is LostFisherMen.com .
The site allows searches by year, vessel name or person’s name.
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http://lostfishermen.com


Operation Block Island
photos and text by Margie Joseph
Operation Block Island is a pilot 
project designed to use the CGAux 
to augment the CG personnel at the 
seasonal Block Island Satellite of 
Station Point Judith. Each week 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day a 
CGAux OPFAC with a coxswain 
and crew covers Block Island from 
Monday 8AM until Wednesday 8AM 
allowing the CG to take days off or 
participate in training on the main 
land. Since Auxiliarists are not able 
to do anything related to law 
enforcement, the role is solely to 
respond to search and rescue 
missions.
Bob and Margie Joseph had the 
opportunity to participate in this 
mission from June 26-28 on the 
Division 7 OPFAC, Boss Lady, 
coxswained by Dave Morin. Also 
participating were John McManus 
and Alice Caldwell from Division 7. 
Although Dave stayed on his boat, 
the rest of the crew slept in the 
Chief’s House and had meals on 
Boss Lady. The radio watch was 
maintained by Point Judith and if a 
SAR case was identified, the 
station would have contacted the 
coxswain so that the OPFAC could 
get underway within 30 minutes.
In addition to doing simulated man 
overboard drills and towing 
evolutions so that the crew was 
familiar with the OPFAC’s 
equipment and procedures, two-
boat towing exercises were done 
with a boat from Point Judith. Otherwise, the crew had a very relaxing time on Block Island. While 
everyone hoped to be involved with an actual SAR case, at the same time they were relieved that it 
was an uneventful 48 hours! 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Above: John McManus and Alice Caldwell return the heaving line to 
the Pt Judith CG boat after combined towing exercises.  
Below: Dave Morin and Bob Joseph on the bridge of Boss Lady



The Information Services (IS) Mission in the Coast Guard Auxiliary
by Laurel Carlson FSO-IS

The IS Department provides logistical support to the Coast Guard as well as the Auxiliary. The IS Department 
facilitates the flow of information that allows people to make decisions, assess performance and plan for 
activities, materials and support. It is a very quiet yet fundamental function within the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

Some of the key duties of the IS officer at the Flotilla level is as follows: 

• IS Officers support members and help them to report their Auxiliary activity correctly 
• IS Officers encourage members to keep their contact information up-to-date in AuxDirectory. 
• IS Officers support members by providing the member their training records, reports on the status of 

training and the status of their qualifications 
• IS Officers extract activity and performance information into reports to support decision making by 

other staff positions and Flotilla elected leadership 

To be a part of the IS Department you need to have a broad understanding of what the Auxiliary does and 
how it is organized. You also need to understand the various programs, how people get qualified in them and 
what they need to do to maintain their qualifications. Finally, you need to keep your finger on the pulse of 
the organization and know what events are planned or have occurred and then encourage the members 
involved in that event to report their time. 

If you are interested in getting involved in the IS Department, you should know how to use a computer but 
you don’t need to be a computer expert.  You need to have a curiosity or interest in what the Auxiliary does. 
You must be willing to learn about time and activity reporting for a wide range of Auxiliary activities and you 
should enjoy working with members to ensure that what is reported is accurate and complete.  

If you are interested in knowing more about the IS Department or wish to start training to become an IS 
Officer, please contact the FSO-IS Laurel Carlson at LJCarlson950@juno.com. 

Marlinspike Quiz
from Laurel Carlson

1. A “bowline” is used to ________________. 
a. Join two lines of equal size 
b. Form a temporary eye (loop) at the end of a line 
c. Be a stopper 
d. Keep a line from fraying 

2. Which tool is used to open strands of fiber lines when making an eye splice? 
a. Belaying spike 
b. Fid 
c. Heaver 
d. Pricked 

3. Which if the following knots would reduce the strength of the line by the least amount? 
a. Bowline 
b. Clove Hitch 
c. Sheet bend 
d. Two half hitches 

Answers 1-b. 2-b. 3-d. 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Training and Towing on a Mid-July Patrol
by Dave Mitchell

A mid-July patrol on Twilight Sun included several important aspects of marine patrols.  On board 
were Jim and Dot Mello, owners and coxswain, Bob Kocor, Jeff Santos, Paul Wesoly and Dave 
Mitchell.  We started out planning to observe events on the water and maintain qualifications by 
completing hours, and renew training by discussing GAR items and reviewing Man Overboard 
procedures.  We also planned a pleasant ride to Cuttyhunk, a fine lunch, and return to New Bedford.  
All of these goals were accomplished.  But wait, there’s more!
Early in the patrol we learned that a vessel from Menemsha might be interested in training with us in 
the early afternoon.  So, as we pulled 
into a slip at Cuttyhunk for lunch we had 
expectations for the afternoon.  
After we tied up, a man on the vessel 
next to us asked if there was any way to 
test his PLB (personal locator beacon).  
Fortunately he had the same model most 
crew members have been issued and we 
had Jeff Santos who is experienced and 
well informed about the test procedure.  
On-the-dock training followed.  After 
Jeff’s explanation, it was near “the top of 
the hour” so a test was run and the unit 
and boater passed.  Public education 
and boating safety instruction are not 
normally part of an on the water patrol, 
but they were this day. 
After the much anticipated delicious 
lunch prepared by Dot, we headed out to 
meet the 47-ft Coast Guard vessel so 
they could do some towing.  They were 
all ready north of Nashawena Island.  
Although it might have been interesting 
for us to try towing them, the exercise 
was for them to place us in stern tow and 
then side tow.  At some point during the 
towing I gave my camera to Paul Wesoly, 
so you might say that we also did some 
Public Affairs cross training on this patrol.  
Thus, photo credits during the towing are 
a bit unsure - but Paul took most and did 
a fine job as photographer.
The towing exercise began with the 47 
approaching to heave a line connected to 
the tow line for the stern tow.  After 
pulling us around for a while, the 47 
requested we break off the tow and they 
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Jeff Santos, right, and boater worked thru PLB test procedure on the dock 
at Cuttyhunk during “lunch break.” photo D. Mitchell

Bob Kocor is ready for towing exercise with STA. Menemsha boat.   Photo 
by P. Wesoly or D. Mitchell (see text)



approached us for the side tow.  
To complete a side tow, four lines 
(numbered from the front of the towing 
boat to the back) are attached: #1 holds 
the bows together, #2 goes from a 
forward point on the towing boat to pull 
the towed boat along, #3 goes in the 
opposite direction of the tow line and is 
for slowing or reversing the towed boat’s 
direction and #4 holds the sterns 
together.  It’s the same as bow and 
stern lines and two opposite springs 
when securing your boat to a dock.   The 
stern of the towed boat is placed along 
side (not behind) the towing boat to ease 
steering.  (please continue on next 
page.) 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Above, crew on the 47’s stern prepare to throw the heaving line to 
crew on our bow, Bob Kocor.  Right, Twilight Sun is pulled in stern tow.  
Below, Jeff Santos watches 47 approach for side tow.  Far below, Jeff 
and 47 crew place fenders and tow lines. Photos P. Wesoly.



 
During the side tow fenders 
between the boats are critical 
because as the boats rise and fall in 
waves, the boats can rub and 
damage each other.  If waves are a 
bit larger or the different boats 
shapes permit, one can get over the 
other and come down on it.  YIKES!
Due to great care and smooth seas, 
no damage occurred.  Towing 
complete, we headed back to New 
Bedford after a long  interesting 
patrol.
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Above, Dot, left, and Jim Mello, right , 
observe dangerously small distance 
between the two boats.  Right, Jeff and 
47 crew add a bigger stronger fender to 
increase the safety margin between 
boats.  Notice the large hard black 
bump rail on 47.  Below left, Dave 
Mitchell and Jeff Santos relax after the 
towing exercise.  Below right, Jim Mello 
has a drink of water  on the way back 
to New Bedford.



Safe 
Boating 
Week 
Pease Park
photo from T. 
Meredith

From left Octavio 
Silva, Joyce 
Cocke and Bryan 
Claudio staff the 
booth to spread 
information about 
boating safety 
and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
at a Pease Park 
event.
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As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
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