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PE Course Helps Grad “Save the Day” and Maybe Lives
information and images from Michael Traudt
Mike Traudt, his daughter and sister passed the USCG Aux ASB safe boating class at the Worcester Flotilla on 
a July Saturday.  Mike was in the process of taking possession of a boat - a 22-ft Bayliner - and used 
information from the class and other sources to check many items on the new vessel to make sure that it was 
safe for the maiden voyage on Sunday.  The story continues in Mike’s words:

We set out of Warwick, RI.  While we motored out of the no wake zone I noticed some diesel 
looking exhaust from a boat approaching very slowly.  The boat (named Double Down) was a 
beautiful fiberglass pleasure cruiser.  A boat like that would have a gasoline engine, not diesel. 
Black smoke? Gasoline? Uh oh.  Situational awareness.
I approached slowly and waved. They WAVED back in a friendly fashion! Then they waved arms 
crossed back and forth….BOATERS IN TROUBLE! Distress signals

I told them kill their engine as fire 
was a huge risk seeing the smoke 
coming out.  They asked me to tow 
them but I am only a 21.5 foot 
Bayliner and towing them with many 
gallons of water in their boat would 
make it a BRICK!  Plus, it would not 
have been safe for me or my crew 
or my boat to engage in that rescue 
activity in the OCEAN water. Know 
your limits.
I heard the USCG comms trying to 
reach the boat “Double Down – 
Double Down this is USCG 
southeast- what is your status and 
current position?”.  They did not 
reply. They possibly lost all power 
and the marine radio went dead.  I 

responded for them and assumed first responder for communications.  Do what is safe and helpful 
to save life or property (if it is not placing you or others at risk)
I replied, “USCG Southeast this is No Name Bayliner 22. I am with 
Double Down at this location (provided GPS coordinates from Garmin). 
The vessel is taking water and was blowing black smoke. The engine is 
shutdown, no more smoke. One larger vessel is trying to navigate to 
retrieve passengers now. Three people and one canine all with 
lifejackets on.” My boat is not named yet so I knew my name was 
officially “no name” with some level of identifying characteristics.
I kept my boat at a slowest motoring speed and circled under control. 
Anything in water has no control OR steering ability unless under some 
type of power.
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People, dog and valuables removed from distressed vessel. 
photo M. Traudt.



The other assisting boat could not handle navigating for pickup, so I motored to another arriving 
boat to assist and get those people and their dog off!  They did and were successful in retrieving 
the people, valuables, and the dog to their vessel!
I reported the status and situation to the USCG: “USCG Southeast, No Name Bayliner 22 – three 
humans and one canine off of the boat. No other people are on the vessel.  The boat has less than 
4 inches left before water breaches 
the transom. The water is now over 
the name. It will sink in short time 
and become a hazard here.”
I then did not want to sit and watch 
the boat sink as it was heartbreaking 
to witness the current situation.  I 
requested to depart the scene now 
there was no risk to human or 
animal life.  Radioed: “USCG 
Southeast- No Name Bayliner 22 – 
all lives are safely off of the boat. 
Requesting to leave the scene and 
the area.”  They replied with 
approval. I left and motored into the 
bay.
Federal law states, I understand, 
you must provide assistance if safe 
until there is no danger to life or you are given permission to leave the scene.
An hour or two later we heard the “securitie" transmission stating there is a salvage operation at 
our scene location. Keep clear ¼ mile.
I performed all of these tasks with confidence thanks to the class Saturday and the certification to 
prove it!

Mike has many family connections in the New Bedford/Fairhaven area.  Perhaps he’ll stop by FL65 soon.  
Great job, Mike!

Commander’s Message:  Dan Pope
Hello All !

The membership meeting October 26 will  be Flotilla 65 elections. A quorum will be needed. Please 
join us in person or by phone. An email will be sent in October with the phone number and code to 
join us. There is no cost to phone in. 
Stand tall,
V/r 
Daniel J Pope FC                                              Where we go ONE! We go ALL! FL65
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Water nears top of transom. Photo M. Traudt



Rock Sparks Canine Rescue at Sea
Forwarded by R. Joseph based on Vineyard Gazette

Ron Rock, a FL65 member, skipper of the Island Queen, first noticed the dog in the water at around 
11 a.m. about one mile offshore, according to Oak Bluffs harbormaster Todd Alexander.
Rock tried to position the Island Queen so that it could pull the dog onboard, but the large vessel 
could not get close enough to the dog, according to the Vineyard Gazette. He then used his horn to 
alert a nearby vessel of the canine and that boat pulled the dog to safety.
“The dog was spooked, panicked,” Rock told the Gazette. “It was swimming erratically.”  The dog 
wasn’t in the water for too long, Alexander said. He said the dog belonged to a family that was leaving 
the island on the Martha’s Vineyard, another ferry. The dog’s owner had him on the leash, but the dog 
took off. Crew aboard that vessel searched for the dog, but could not find it.   Alexander brought the 
dog back to the Oak Bluffs dock and said he contacted the Steamship Authority, which operates 
ferries between the island and Woods Hole, and asked if anyone had seen a dog go overboard. A few 
minutes later, the crew aboard the Martha’s Vineyard called in and said a dog was missing.
“The dog apparently loves the water,” Alexander said. “I don’t think he realized he was that far out and 
on a boat.”  Alexander met with the relieved family at a dock in Falmouth, where they were reunited 
with the dog.

Public Affairs/Education at Fairhaven Homecoming and Fun Day

At left, and from left to right, Joyce Cocke, Lucien Michaud 
(former Flotilla Commander of 65)  and Ron Lacasse staff the 
FL 65 booth at Fairhaven’s Homecoming event. Photo by Linda 
Meredith

At right from left to right, Ted Lorentzen, Linda Meredith 
and Dave Mitchell in front of Ted’s classic cat boat at 
Fairhaven’s Summer Fun Monday program dedicated to 
boating safety for children.  Photo by Barb Mitchell 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https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2016/08/08/dog-overboard-nantucket-sound-rescue-team-effort


Patrols with Gold Side: Air Drop and Boat Crew Training
Photos by Margie Joseph and Bob Lincoln

In addition to regatta and safety patrols, FL 65 
boats have supported the gold side on air drop 
training missions and boat crew qualification 
rides.  At left the crew is ready to recover 
materials dropped from the airplane shown 
below them.  From left to right are Dave 
Mitchell, Jeff Santos, coxswain Bob Joseph and 
Louise Medeiros.  Both photos by M. Joseph.
And below, FL65 and Station Menemsha crew 
work together to complete qualification rides. 
Photo from Bob Lincoln.
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“Floating Island” heads out thru hurricane barrier. Photo by M. Joseph.
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As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
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rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
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