
“Suddenly in Command” is Suddenly in Demand:
Flotilla 65 Reacts Productively to Local Water Fatality by Offering Training
information from Laurel Carlson FSO-IS and 
Linda Meredith, FSO-PA photos D.M.(12 Aug)
A recent fatal accident on the water left 
an inexperienced boater “in command” 
in a most trying situation.  Perhaps that 
explains the sudden demand for 
training.
Specifically, Flotilla 65 offered two 
sections of Suddenly in Command.  
Instructor Laurel Carlson sent Safe 
Harbor the following note about the first 
presentation of the class:

“We had 35 people attend the 
first class.  Mike McNamara and 
I were the instructors.  The class 
is a new program issued by the 
National PE Department in fall 
of 2013.  It covers both accident 
prevention as well as what to do 
if something goes wrong.  At the end of the class we have the students break up into groups.  
Each group is given a scenario and they are asked to work out how they would respond.  They 
then report back to the whole group and we talk about the response. The class runs 2 1/2 hrs.
The next class is August 12. Mike McNamara and I as well as Peg Wahl will be the instructors. 
Class starts at 7pm.”

The 12 August class was also well attended.  Promotion in 
the newspaper, by flyers, and on WBSM radio was done by 
Peg Wahl, Ed Herman 
FSO-PV and Linda 
Meredith FSO-PA.  
Feedback obtained by 
Linda has been useful in 
planning future classes.
Thanks to all involved for 
promoting and 
presenting this 
successful training.
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Reviewing materials as class assembles.

Top photo: “Suddenly Faculty” are from left Peg Dellinger-Wahl, Mike 
McMamara and Laurel Carlson. 



Commanderʼs Message: Peter B. Wahl
As documented in the June/July issue of Safe Harbor and this issue, I am amazed and gratified at the 
scope and variety of activity and accomplishment our flotilla members have completed in this busy 
time of year.

You have
•passed qualification tests and member training such as TCT, crew, coxswain and skill courses
•supported numerous community nautical activities with event patrols 
•promoted USCG and theUSCG Auxiliary at shows and community events
•cooperated with other flotillas and Auxiliary groups to make all programs stronger
•participated in conferences and organizational training and development
•visited Menemsha and encouraged morale activity (such as Menemsha Day) there
•completed Marine Safety patrols
•provided Vessel Safety Checks
•provided public safety training for elementary school students, boating skills courses,  
“Suddenly in Command” and materials to the public in our literature racks
•provided assets to aid qualification of pilots from Otis
•cooked when kitchen staff are unavailable at Canal and Menemsha

While administrative tasks that you and I do sometimes seem frustrating and unappreciated, they 
facilitate the accomplishments listed above and others as well.  
Eyes on the prize: the results and accomplishments listed above.
If you want to be more involved, speak with me or any staff officer.
Thank you for inspiring me and each other.

Boat Operation Qualifications Up and Running
Information from Margie Joseph FSO-OP

Just at the end of the 2013 season when many coxswain and boat crew qualification rides were 
scheduled, the government shutdown cancelled activities.  By the time the government was 
functioning again, the season had ended.  So, all the rides were put off to 2014 - thus delaying 
qualification of new crew and placing some in REYR status.
This season has been very busy with on-the-water patrols for events, air drop and training.  Also 
scheduling Qualification Examiners has been an issue.  Until now.  Recently  these long delayed 
qualification examinations (as well as those required in the 2014 season) have begun.  Coxswains 
Bob  Parker, Bob Livolsi Tony Macedo, Ralph Dlouhy and Paul Sadek and boat crew Chet Smigel, 
Margie Joseph, Dave Mitchell, Aaron Leger, Alice Macedo, Orrin Anderson and Trey Kight (for his 
initial check ride)   Auxiliary vessels AmyJulie, Contentment, Sea Alice and Chloe Rose.participated 
More qualification accomplishments are planned in the remainder of the season.
Congratulations to those completing their examinations.
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Division 6 Boat and Crew Support Cape Cod Canal Fireworks
Information and photos from Margie Joseph FSO-OP

This year the Cape Cod 
C a n a l c e l e b r a t e d i t s 
centennial.  Fireworks 
required safety/event patrol 
boats.  
An “11th hour” request for 
patrol facility  and crew from 
Arnie Gel ler, Auxi l iary 
Sector Coodinator, SENE 
was filled by a facility and 
crew f rom Div is ion 6.  
“Division 11 was unable to 
fill these requests and I am 
putting out a last minute call 
for any help from Division 
6's facilities in that area that 
might be able to assist us.”, 
Geller wrote.  Flexibility and 
availability of crew and 
facilities in Division 6 are a 
strength of our operations 
program.  Patrols and 
training often mix personnel 
and facilities from various 
flo t i l l as to s t reng then 
activity.  The only  Auxiliary 
facility at the event was  
Maui Memories, coxswain 
Bill Beane, crew Bob Black, 
Marge Su l l i van , Jane 
U lewicz , Bob Joseph, 
M a r g i e J o s e p h , K e n 
Mingola, Dennis Hoffer and   
George Funnel met at 4 PM 
and returned at 1130 PM.   
The task was to patrol a 

segment of the safety zone around the fireworks barge.  Nearby photos show why all agreed the 
show was one of the best anyone recalled.  Happy SAFE birthday Cape Cod Canal!
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Above:  Another patrol boat, the rail bridge and the Bourne Bridge.  
Below: After dark the fireworks entertained all.



Help Wanted: Navigation Systems Need Verification
by Dave MItchell

This summer a note from Frank J Larkin DSO-NS 1NR came down thru the organization seeking help 
in accomplishing tasks in Navigation Systems.  Navigation Systems are the objects, devices and 
documentation which help  pilots accurately determine where they are and lead them safely to their 

destinations.  Buoys, range markers, day 
markers, lights, bridge markings, charts, 
light lists and pilot guides are elements of 
these systems. 
Because these Aids to Navigation (AtoN or 
PAtoN if privately owned) can move, be 
damaged or be  incorrectly recorded, the 
Coast Guard verifies the location and 
function of AtoNs and PAtoNs.  The   USCG 
AUX can play a big role in this activity  if 
qualified AtoN Verifiers (AV) volunteer to 
lead patrols to help maintain the AtoNs and 
PAtoNs.  An AV contacts a coxswain and 
requests a patrol for AtoN verification.  The 
coxswain need not be AV qualified.  At FL 
6 5 t h e r e a r e - a c c o r d i n g t o 
AUXDIRECTORY - only six AV qualified 
members.  Division 6 has about 14.
If you want to qualify  as AV you should 

contact Frank.  He is your next link in the chain as FL 65 and Division 6 have no recorded NS officer.  
He can make you aware of the best way to 
train.  Though you need not be boat crew 
qualified, there are several boat crew 
qualifications which are part of AV 
qualification and if boat crew qualified, you 
can serve as crew and AV on the same 
patrol.  The requirements for qualification 
are numerous, but Frank indicates that 
classes, guides and training patrols are 
available to help  you qualify.  Frank can be 
reached at 978 263 3023, 677-977-7423 
(cell) or   FrankJLarkin@verizon.net.  Safe 
Harbor would be honored to report on your 
Navigation Systems activity  - send a note and 
take a photo!
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Recently re-qualified coxswain and AV Bob Parker verifies a PAtoN 
- lucky 13.  photo D.M. 2010

Out of position PAtoN located on MS patrol by Bob Kocor (right) and 
DEM worker at Horseneck Beach in March 2013.  photo D.M.
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More and 
More 
Morgan!
Here are two fine 
shots from Bob 
Parker which 
show the historic 
Charles W. 
Morgan next to 
New Bedfordʼs 
iconic Palmer 
Island light  and 
the more modern, 
yet also iconic, 
Fairhaven-New 
Bedford Hurricane 
Barrier.   
ENJOY!
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Flotilla 65 Trains With Station 
Menemsha
text and photos by Dave MItchell
Both Station Menemsha and Flotilla 65 need boat 
crew qualification and have limited opportunity for 
qualification patrols.  So on Wednesday 6 August 
2014, we got together to qualify gold and silver 
personnel.  
The FL 65 boat was Chloe Rose with coxswain Bob 
Joseph and crew Margie Joseph FSO-OP, Dave 
Mitchell, Chris Marcotte and Jayne Morrison.  The 
station boat was 25630.  Gold side examiners may 
also qualify auxiliarists, so Jayne Morrison passed 
her three year check ride.  Alas, it developed that 
since she did so on 25630 rather than Chloe Rose, 
an AUX OPFAC, her qualification was found wanting 
by CGAUX and will soon be repeated.  Never mind, 
it was an interesting day to say the least.  And Jayne 
rode thru much of the patrol on 25630 - seeing what 
that is like.
We learned that most of the gold side training is just 
like silver.  Also, the gold side uses additional 
communication phrases to improve communication 
between crew and coxswain which we may adopt: 
“make (or break) to a working turn” for crew to 
secure a line but maintain it easy to adjust and “line 
holding” to inform coxswain that a line has gone 
from slack to holding during adjustment for a tow.
We also observed personnel transfers - a task 
common for gold but not trained by silver.
And after enjoying lunch together, 25630 went on to 
an action in the bay and Chloe Rose did a short 
safety patrol.
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Photos: Above Jayne handles heaving line 
delivered from 25630, below, crews debrief 
after stern to side tow evolution, far below, 
Jayne is transferred back from gold to silver, 
and below right Jayne tends a large fender 
while 25630 approaches for a personnel 
transfer.  Each transfer is recorded at 
Menemsha controlling station to maintain 
accurate POB count.



A Menemsha Day   
By Dave Mitchell

Menemsha Day of 2 August was canceled due 
to poor weather.  The event was rescheduled to 
9 August - see below.
On July 10, 2014, I was invited by Bob and 
Margie Joseph on a visit to Menemsha - no 
special day, just because.  As you can see in 
the upper photo, the base looked lovely, as 

usual, beyond the pond and beach roses.  Below, another 
unexpected visitor at the base was in the driveway: an eight 
inch long turtle was making its way to the pond.  Iʼve seen a 
variety of birds and many rabbits there, but this is the first 
turtle.
We enjoyed a nice chat with some staff and as an AUXFS 
who hasnʼt cooked there in a while, I got caught up on kitchen 
gossip with FS1 Montgomery.  Bob brought along some 
donuts because such treats are unavailable in Menemsha and 
always sought out when Menemsha staff visit New Bedford.

THE Menemsha Day   
Info and photo from Dot Mello

The one week delay due to weather was well 
worth it since THE Menemsha Day enjoyed 
beautiful weather on 9 August. 
At right observe the championship rowing 
style of FL 65ʼs Jim Mello/Scott Coelho team. 
Senior Chief Reimer was overheard planning 
the purchase of a dinghy for future practice. 
Thanks to organizers Tony and Alice Macedo 
for another fine Menemsha Day.
More photos expected in Oct Issue.
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As he helps prepare for “Suddenly in Command” 
on 12 August, Terry Meredith makes it clear that 
PFDs (aka life preservers) will play a starring 
role in the course. photo D.M.

Please send stories and pictures (jpg files)for next issue to Dave Mitchell dwm5126@gmail.com.

As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
 

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
Peter B. Wahl FC      Editor: David Mitchell FSO-PB 65:   http://a0130605.uscgaux.info 
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