
Flotilla 65 “AUXROW” Teams Prevail at 2013 Menemsha Day
Highl ight ing ear ly August ʼs 
Menemsha Day event was the 
annual blindfolded dingy rowing 
event.  The accompanying  
photos show medalists and some 
of the fun.  
Right: Awards platform includes 
three teams (from left) - Tony and 
Alice Macedo, Jim Mello and 
Greg Weider, and Don Silva and 
S t e v e C r o o k . ( p h o t o P e g 

Dellinger-Wahl)  Middle: Tony encourages Don 
and Steve (photo Peg D-W)  Bottom: Trophy team 
shows the cup.  (photo Dot Mello)
Thanks to all who made the event a success.
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Wear-It !  Starts Young for Josephʼs Granddaughter Chloe
email from Bob Joseph

We got this text  message from (daughter) Marianne  this 
morning.  Chloe (granddaughter) hasn't even taken BS&S yet. I 
think she has the concept!

Marianne: “Chloe, you're going to art class, then on the boat. 
You get to spend the day with Jiddoo and Grammy!!! What do 
you want to wear?”

Chloe: “Umm... Ummm... A lifejacket!!!”
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Summer Activities and Fall Classes:
 A Message From Peter B. Wahl FC 
Greetings fellow USCG Flotilla 65 Auxiliarists.  Summer is in full swing and so is our boating 
season.
Thank you to those who have volunteered their time, facilities and efforts assisting with the 
Buzzards Bay Swim, Fairhaven Maritime Days and numerous US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
patrols and functions.

Boat Crew Class is nearing its end. We look forward to adding the newly qualified members to 
our ranks.

Looking ahead, Flotilla 65 is offering AUXFS, Food Service Specialist, (formerly AUXCHEF) 
training Saturday 05 October 2013.  This is a great opportunity for those of you who would 
enjoy cooking for our USCG Gold side. It is fun and always greatly appreciated.  Register on 
the website.

Fall Boating Skills and Seamanship / Sailing Skills and Seamanship classes begin on Monday 
September 16.  Web registration enabled soon - or come to first class.

Several good months of our boating season are still ahead of us.  Remember to stay safe and 
have fun.

Reminder, our monthly Flotilla meetings will resume Wednesday, September 25 at 1930.  

Semper Paratus



THE VALUE OF A GOOD EDUCATION

by Serina Gundersen

Sunday July 21 - It was a beautiful day for a sail on our 25 ft Cape Dory! 
Aboard the S/V Upepo was Tom Short, a fellow USCG Auxilary member, his wife 
Serina Gundersen, two children (nine year old Kaia and five year old Silje) and 
family friend Liv Haines Gauthier. While heading back to port at approximately 3 
pm, Tom, who was at the helm, noticed two swimmers at the foot of the hurricane 
barrier on the harbor side. Serina scrambled to the bow for a closer look and found 
the swimmers to be shouting while struggling against the current. Tom and Serina 
had participated in the USCG Boating Safety course and had a man overboard 
protocol in place. The children were instructed to go down below and stay put. Liv 
grabbed the life ring and passed it to Serina while Tom maneuvered the boat closer 
to the swimmers. Serina threw the life ring to the swimmers who then were able to 
grab hold while being safely guided to the boat. Liv then took the helm while Tom 
pulled the swimmers aboard.

 The swimmers, two 17 year old boys, were visibly shaken. They told us that they 
were hanging out on the hurricane barrier with their friends and decided to jump 
off and swim to the other side to check out the island with the lighthouse on it. It 
didn’t seem far they thought. It didn’t take long before they discovered that they 
had underestimated the current at the base of the hurricane barrier. They got 
caught in the current, tried to swim against it and were starting to fatigue. They 
called out for help but a couple of pleasure boats sped past them, not noticing their 
struggle. Panic was starting to set in until they saw us and we responded. 

This experience shows the value of USCG Auxilary training.   Without the proper 
instruction, a pleasant, uneventful afternoon could have quickly turned tragic.

Editorʼs Comments:  Louise Medieros, who asked Serina to write up  this story for you, tells me that 
Serina is Flotilla 65 member Johan Gundersenʼs daughter.  Serinaʼs husband, Tom Short -is also a 
65 member.  
Specific training items noted are: situational awareness, sent children (uninvolved people) to a safe 
place below, boat equipped with throwable device, man overboard plan in place, and organized 
division of helm and recovery duties.  Also, at least two crew were trained to handle helm in a 
stressful situation which probably required holding position with a current present.
Obviously, Upepoʼs crew did a great job  - prepared for trouble and responded expertly.  If editors 
gave rescue awards, these folks would get one.
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“Mayflower on the Port Beam”
information and photos from Dot Mello

While on a safety patrol, lookouts 
spotted a famous vessel:  
Mayflower II .  A late 20th century 
reproduction of the original vessel 
that brought colonists to Plymouth in 
1620, she is a Plymouth tourist 
attraction and had been at 
Fairhaven Shipyard for repairs since 
late fall 2012. Later in the week she 
was towed back to Plymouth.
In the photo at the right, Sharrie 
Grady watches Mayflower II as final 
preparations for the trip back to 
Plymouth are completed.

Fairhaven Maritime Day
photos from Peg Dellinger-Wahl

One of last yearʼs Fairhaven Bicentennial events 
was a Maritime Day.  Folks decided to have a 
Maritime Day again this year.  The event was 
especially welcome because the annual 
Homecoming Day was rained out.  Among the 
tables and booths was Flotilla 65 distributing 
literature and talking up boating safety.

Above: Terry  Meredith engages in discussion 
with the public.
Below: Linda and Terry with Peg Dellinger-
Wahl man the booth assuring that the USCG 
Auxiliary message of safe and responsible 
interaction with the nationʼs waterways is well 
presented.
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Upcoming Events:

Azorean Whaleboat Races - Sept 6-8

Boats and Crew for Regatta Patrol are needed.  Contact Ken Mingola FSO-OP 
( kenneth.mingola@navy.mil ) to secure an assignment.  This is one of the final 
opportunities to get your 2013 Boat Crew hours for qualification.

Public Education: Sailing Skills Course AND Boating Skills Course

Classes start at 7 PM at 80 Middle St, Fairhaven 16 September 2013.  

There are 13 class meetings ending December 23.  

Register on website (http://a0130605.uscgaux.info ) or at 6 PM before the first 
class.  Book fee $40.  

Students will learn numerous topics on boating safety and operation from 
experienced teachers.  Many insurance companies offer discounts to graduates of 
this course.

Flotilla Membership Meeting - 1930 September 25, 2013

AUSFS (formerly AUXCHEF) Training  October 5, 2013

Member training for those wishing to qualify for AUXFS.  Register on the Flotilla 65 
website (http://a0130605.uscgaux.info).  For more program information contact 
Carolyn McClure mcclure100@yahoo.com .
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Air Drop Patrol
text and photos from Margie Joseph

After two weather-related cancellations, Auxiliary  
Vessel 313065 (aka Chloe Rose) had the 
opportunity to participate in two air drop 
exercises with Air Station Cape Cod.  

These exercises are essential to the Coast 
Guard because it is through these operations that 
they are able to maintain their qualifications to 
respond by air to emergency situations on the 
water.  The air drop involves going to a location 
provided to the pilot by the coxswain and putting 
a target in the water that represents a small boat.  
We used an old orange foul weather suit 
attached to two large fender balls as our target.  
Once the pilot zeros in on the target, they begin 
to drop rescue equipment.  

First they drop an 80 pound metal canister 
attached to a parachute and 700 feet of line with 
a drogue (parachute shaped device deploys 
under water acting as a sea anchor) at the end of 
it.  The canister simulates a pump.  Our task is to 
note how close the pilot gets to the target and 
then retrieve the drop.  The second drop is a 
simulated rescue kit consisting of three duffle 
bags each weighing 35-50 pounds that are 
connected to each other with a total of 400 feet 
of line.  Again, we note the accuracy of the drop 
and retrieve the items. 

July 25, 2013 started out as a cloudy morning 
with seas reported to be two to trhee feet. Bob 
Joseph, Coxswain, assembled his Crew 
consisting of Louise Medeiros, Ralph Dlouhy, 
Dennis Hoffer, and Margie Joseph.  (All photos 
are from this drop)  After a briefing, we headed 
out to our predetermined location excited to 
finally get under way after two cancellations.   
Unfortunately, as we watched for the plane, we 
noticed that the seas were starting to build. 

By the time the drop was made, the seas were 
easily four to six feet and we completed the 
exercise in sea conditions that probably more 
resembled actual emergency conditions than we 
had intended.  Our first challenge was that the 
wind was so strong that the parachute was lifting 
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Above: Plane overhead with opened payload ramp 
and canister with parachute in water.  Below crew 
pulls in long line.



the 80 pound 
canister 10-20 
feet in the air. 
We had to figure 
out how to 
retrieve it 
without 
damaging the 
boat and without 
tangling any of 
the drop gear in 
our propeller.  

Pulling in 700 
feet of line that 
is weighted by a 
drogue was no 
small task in 
those sea 
conditions!  By 
comparison, the 
second drop was 
somewhat easier.  
Once all the gear was 
on board, we headed 
in for a well deserved 
rest. We all agreed that we successfully 
accomplished our mission and  it was a fabulous 
learning experience for us.  

The second exercise was on August 8,2013.  Bob 
Joseph, Coxswain, headed out with his crew 
consisting of Ralph Dlouhy, Chris Marcotte, and 
Margie Joseph.  Sea conditions were far better 
and the mission went flawlessly. 
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Photos: Above - Crew 
retrieves and coils line 

attached to drogue and 
payload.  Below - payload 
and line stored in cockpit.

DUES REMINDER

All dues must be paid by September 25, 2012 
to prevent a dis-enrollment letter from being mailed to you.

Thank you,
John Graves, FSO-FN



Boat Crew Qualification 
Academy Trainee Mike 
Tavares from Flotilla 
6 - 1 8 e n j o y s a l a t e 
afternoon on-the-water 
class.
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As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public 
or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The publication of these 

rosters on any computer online service including the Internet is prohibited by the Privacy Act of 1974.
 

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
Peter B. Wahl FC      Editor: David Mitchell FSO-PB 65: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info 

Cleared for Publication 8/19 2013


