
USCG Cutter EAGLE Visits New Bedford
by Dave Mitchell

Flotilla 65 members volunteered and enjoyed the visit of EAGLE from 
29 July to 2 August.  Fridayʼs arrival, patrols, on board visits, 
Saturdayʼs flag ceremony, PA tent, rowing, and departure on Monday 
captured memberʼs attention.  Even before arrival, FL 65 member Jim 
Mello had a berth on EAGLE from Boston to New Bedford.  The visit 
was well coordinated by  Division 6 and we will leave it to division to  
fully  document the event.   In this issue you will find photographs and 
stories contributed by  FL 65 members documenting their unique 
experiences.  

It really  was a special weekend and no one could see it all.  So please 
enjoy the pictures and stories found throughout this issue.
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Boat Crew Training Pays Huge Dividend at the Dock
by Dave Mitchell
After telling me about this incident, I asked 
Sharrie and Bob Grady to “write-up” their recent 
experience for our Flotilla 65 Newsletter.  This is 
their statement:

You never know when CG Aux Boat Crew 
training will come in handy - even at dock!
Late in the afternoon of Sunday 24 July 2011 
at Popeʼs Island Marina (after the dock 
hands had gone home) a 30-ft power boat 
with five persons on board - none wearing 
life preservers - was attempting to dock.  The 
dock has floating concrete piers on the 
starboard side and stern with another boat 
on the port side.  As the captain at the helm 
backed in, a gust of wind drove the boat to 
port close to the neighboring boat, which drew 
the captainʼs attention.  In addition, three crew went forward to fend off the boat.  The remaining 
crewman (estimated 65 to 70 year old man) decided to help by attempting to get on the dock from the 
stern.  He climbed over a dinghy onto the swim platform and then, while attempting to step to the dock, 
fell into the water - unnoticed by the captain or crew!

Sharrie and Bob Grady prior to a patrol   1 August 2011.  
Photo D. Mitchell

Please Continue Reading on Page 2 - Gradyʼs Incident
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Sharrie Grady, a USCG Boat Crew Qualification Academy student, on her vessel three boats down 
the dock noted the calamity and started yelling “Man Overboard” and pointing to the man in the 
water.  Sharrieʼs husband Bob, a Boat Crew Academy “graduate” who is crew qualified, was helping 
another boater dock.  He heard the yelling, saw the problem, and called for help from son-in-law Tim 
OʼHara.   
Sharrieʼs continuous loud yelling of “Man Overboard” and pointing finally alerted the vesselʼs Captain 
to the problem.  He put the boat in neutral as Bob and Tim maneuvered the man in the water to the 
starboard finger pier and pulled the man up onto the pier.  Though slightly scraped from being pulled 
up onto the pier, he promptly headed off to the showers and was “OK.”  His companions and the 
captain in particular were stunned by what could have easily been a serious injury or fatality.  But all 
ended well.

Thatʼs Bob and Sharrieʼs story.  My opinion is that “all ended well” because USCG Boat Crew 
Qualification Academy trained people automatically responded as trained and prevented what would 
have resulted in serious injury or death had the captain continued to concentrate on the vessel to port 
and the gusty wind and backed over the man in the water until contacting the stern pier.
Bob Joseph, Flotilla 65 FSO-OP, comments, “This is the end result that we hope to attain through our 
training. This kind of response becomes second nature. We try not to take any shortcuts because, when 
it really matters, you fall back on the way you were trained. Stories like this make the hours all 
worthwhile! Congratulations to Bob and Sharrie. We're proud to have you in FL 65!”  Ralph Dlouhy, Boat 
Crew Academy coordinator notes, “That guy was lucky the right people were in the right place at the right 
time.”
“BZ” to Sharrie, Bob, and Tim as well as to the Boat Crew Qualification Academy program that gives 
people the skills and practice to automatically respond in helpful ways whether on patrol or on the dock.

Gradyʼs Incident - continued from page 1

And The Winner Is . . .
Whaleboat races on the Acushnet were enjoyed by all participants - Auxiliarists, EAGLE crew, and all 
rowers who participated on “EAGLE” Sunday.  Rowers ARE winners.  Photo by Marsby Warters



My USCG Cutter EAGLE Passage: Boston to New Bedford
by Jim Mello
As a civilian Coast Guard employee from the Natick 
Mass. textile group, I was invited to be a guest on the 
EAGLE from Boston to New Bedford.  It didnʼt take 
long to accept the invitation.  After review of the 14 
pages of instructions and obtaining the required 
medical releases, Sunday  July 24th came and it was 
time to board.  Accompanied by  my  wife, Dot, son 
Peter and his family, we toured the vessel and I was 
checked in.  We explained to granddaughter, Chloe, 
that I would be away  for a while on the “big ship”and 
she said,”We miss you, Grandpa.”  The family  left and 

I b e g a n t o 
b e c o m e 
a c q u a i n t e d 
with shipboard 
routines and 
expectations.  
My  quar te rs 
were in a room 
for two - far preferable to the rooms with 17.  I had the upper bunk.  
You might think that a steel ship in a sunny  hot July  would be warm.  
You would be right, so the cabin was air conditioned.  The controls for 
the cool air flowing onto my  bunk were either on or off - no thermostat 
to modulate temperature.  After one chilly night, extra blankets were 
found so I could be warm and the room could be “cool.”  Passengers 
pay $12 per day  for food.  What a deal!  The meals were excellent.  I 
wish I could do as well traveling for business on the government per 
diem allowance.
We left Boston Monday  morning.  After motoring past Minotʼs Light 
s a i l s w e r e 
hoisted and 
we went due 
east.  At 0630 
Tuesday  we 
were 35 miles 
f r o m C a p e 
Ann.  Each 
d a y  b e g i n s 
w i t h a P A 

announcement such as “Reveille, reveille, reveille! It 
is 0630. Dolphins are frolicking. The seas are calm.  
Welcome aboard EAGLE.” Later that morning we 
guests got sail training and went up and over the 
tops . . . yikes!  This involves climbing up the rope 
ladders to the platform midway up  the main mast, 
crossing the platform, and descending on the 
opposite side.  Of course all of the clip-on safety 
procedures must be learned and completed without 
error.
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Jim demonstrates bunk entry during a 
“photo tour” in New Bedford.  Photo D. 
Mitchell

Before “Up and Over” guests don harness with BIG clip 
and sign the BIG  release. Photo from J. Mello

Jim at EAGLEʼs wheel in Boston                photo Dot Mello



Admiral Neptun 
(Commander 1st 
District) boarded 
Wednesday when 
we were abeam 
W e s t C h o p , 
M a r t h a ʼ s 
Vineyard.  On 
Thursday we were 
near the wreck of 
t h e A N D R E A 
D O R I A a n d 
responded to a 
“ D i v e r D o w n ” 
emergency.  As 
we steamed to 
the site of our only  SAR of the week, Captain Jones called off 
our response as the diver had perished.  
Out in the mist on Friday  morning our 0530 reveille preceded 
the transfer of guests for our entry to New Bedford harbor.
Though my  EAGLE trip  was a very  short “deployment,” Dot 
spent Thursday  afternoon out in Buzzardʼs Bay  with friends 
watching and speculating about EAGLEʼs arrival - which was 
expected late Thursday at an anchorage east of West Island.  
Well, it didnʼt work out that way, EAGLE never anchored and 
arrived Friday  at dawn “just in time” for New Bedford 
passenger transfer under way.  Friday morning Dot was on 
Harbor patrol and only  got to see me and EAGLE as we 
made our final approach to the Fairhaven-New Bedford 
Hurricane Barrier.
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Dot Mello, boat crew trainee and Jimʼs wife, 
watches EAGLE enter New Bedford from regatta/
safety patrol vessel.  Photo by D. Mitchell  

YIKES!  Re-checking BIG clip. Photo from J.M.

Up and Over Accomplished.    Photo from J.M.

Dot and Jim Tour EAGLE in New Bedford Harbor.  Photo J.M.
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Seen On Patrol: Echo From the 1999 EAGLE Visit

by Don Tucker and Dave Mitchell. Photos D.M.

As he spoke (see photo) at the Coast Guard Park Ceremony 
on 30 July 2011, retired EAGLE Captain Cummings recalled a 
close encounter of the fishing boat kind resulting in minor 
spar damage to EAGLE during the last visit to New Bedford - 
1999.

Don Tucker heard and confirms the story.   He recalls being 
on patrol waving the fishing boat to stay away from EAGLE.  
He was on patrol with Bill Hegarty.  Well, rather than taking 
Donʼs recommendation the “scrape” occurred and the rest, as 

they say, is 
history.

During the 
2011 visit 
there were 
no widely 
reported 
casualties 
or property 
damage.  
Numerous 
patrol boats were 
on duty and the 
“viewing fleet” 
may have been 
reduced due to 
the damp foggy 
weather. The tugs 
even pushed with 
covers on their 
fenders, so no 
“tire” marks - see 
middle photo.  

Still, there were a couple of patrol boats that 
seemed “engaged” with fishing boats during 
the 2011 regatta patrols - as shown in the two bottom photos.    
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Coast Guard Park Ceremony July 30, 2011 - Intensity, precision, and polish of flag presentation inspire 
all.  Robert Millette, a FL 65 member, leads the USCG Aux Division 6 Color Guard.  Photo D. Mitchell

TELL A BOATING FRIEND:

Boating and Sailing Skills and Safety Courses 
Start in September!

Registration is 12 September 2011 at 7:00 
pm. The first class is 19 September.  The 
course fee for books and materials is $40.

Passing the proctored final exam provides 
boating safety training evidence for state 

requirements, USCG Aux membership, and 
possible insurance discounts.

Questions? Contact Bob Millette.

October Issue Needs Photographs !

Do You Want to Share Your Photos? 

Hurricane Irene

Patrols

Club Activities

Classes

Send highest resolution JPG files to 
Dave Mitchell at 

dwm5126@gmail.com for possible 
publication in the October Issue.  

mailto:dwm5126@gmail.com
mailto:dwm5126@gmail.com


Page 7

WW II USCG Vet Rides into New Bedford on 
USCGC EAGLE - He Earned It.
by Dave MItchell, photos V. Oliveira and D.Mitchell

Did you know that during WW II some US Coast Guard men 
patrolled for enemy  U boats off the North Atlantic coast using 
schooners under sail?  One man who did that had the 
opportunity  to ride into New Bedford harbor on USCGC 
EAGLE on its recent visit.  
Vic Oliveira was assigned duty  out of Boothbay  Harbor in 1943 
on a patrol schooner (see top photo).   The group  was called 
Corsair Fleet (service plaque is middle photo - enhanced for 
visibility). Later in the war, his assignment changed to an 83-
foot motorized patrol vessel from Boston. and the USS 
CAMPBELL in the Atlantic then thru Panama, where he 
fortuitously  encountered his brother going the opposite 
direction in a US Navy  vessel, and into the Pacific fighting.  
Bottom photo is Vic, a signalman, preparing a flag message on 
CAMPBELL during the war.
Due to the physical rigors of getting onto the EAGLE, Vic was, 
at first, reluctant to “sign on” for this ride, but his son Wayne 
encouraged him and friend Jim Leal accompanied him.  
Wayne and Jim are Flotilla 65 members.  It worked out fine.  
After all, if the USCG canʼt get people on and off boats, who 
can?
Vic says that Lt Runyon (New Bedfordʼs USCG contact person 
for the visit who invited Vic), other guests, and the crew treated 
him very  well.  Vic and Jim got a complete tour on and below 
decks.  Special interests were ward room coffee, captainʼs 
quarters, Admiralʼs suite, and sick bay  (Jim is a Korean War 
US Navy medic).  Vic loved the experience.
EAGLE is a sailing vessel won from the Germans as WW II 
reparations and Vic fought in WW II against the Germans in a 
sailing vessel.   
How fitting that he 
got to ride EAGLE 
into New Bedford - 
a mere 66 years 
later.  
If you see Vic (2011 
p h o t o r i g h t ) , 
congratulate him on 
taking the EAGLE 
ride and thank him 
f o r h i s W W I I 
service too.  And 
ask for a story, you 
might be surprised!



Page 8

July 29, 2011 EAGLE arrives.  Clockwise from upper 
left: Guests on 47-foot MLB approach.  Transfer from 
47-foot MLB to EAGLE. One of numerous GC Aux 
patrols and tugs. EAGLE passes thru the Fairhaven-
New Bedford Hurricane Barrier.  Photos M. Joseph 
and D. Mitchell
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August 2, 2011 EAGLE Leaves New Bedford.  Clockwise from 
upper left: New crew go up and over beside New Bedfordʼs 
State Pier prior to departure.  EAGLE passes Butler Flats Light. 
EAGLE heads out the harbor.  Photos D. Mitchell
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Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Jeffery VanSkyhawk, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

From the Presidentʼs Deck:
by Lee J. Baumgartner

Good day to all! Summer is in full swing at the 
club, boats in and out, people talking and 
laughing - just enjoying themselves.  This club  
we value so much is simply a wonderful place 
to be. I hope you enjoy it. 
My only wish is that if you see a leak in the 
water system, fix it.

Have You Wondered About this 
State Pier visitor?

Bob Parker found the photo and story at this link:  
http://www.dejongandlebet.com/949_SeaFair.htm

Just click it or enter in your browser to get the scoop.

FREE BOATING SAFETY TRAINING EVENT.  AUXILIARISTS ARE INVITED.
Sign up  with Ted Williams at IMP Supply in New Bedford for a day of safety training and equipment 
review.  The event will be 23 September at SMAST in the south end.  It is intended for commercial 
fisherman and others who are interested.  Many topics will be covered including:

Survival Suits, flotation devices, Rafts
Flares and Signaling devices

Gear
Procedures

Ted says that snacks and lunch will be provided, but you must sign up to attend.  Space is limited.

http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
http://www.dejongandlebet.com/949_SeaFair.htm
http://www.dejongandlebet.com/949_SeaFair.htm

