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Members Roll Up Their Sleeves Again!
by Dave Mitchell

Members took advantage of the Southcoast 
Hospital mobile blood van visit to donate blood on 
July 24th.   The van has all required facilities 
including on board power generation and much 
appreciated air conditioning.  An individual can 
safely donate every eight weeks.  You can make a 
pint of new blood in far less time that that.  If you 
couldnʼt make a donation and donʼt want to wait 
for the next visit, St. Lukeʼs, a Southcoast 
Hospital, has an on site blood bank where you 
can always make a donation.  If you donate at St. 
Lukeʼs, ask them to “credit” the USCG AUX 
account.  This can benefit you if you need blood in 
the future.  

The entire process takes about 30 minutes and is 
Continue on page 2 - Blood Donation

Message from Mary Baumgartner, FC

It seems impossible that it’s 
August but the heat and 
humidity say it’s so!

Our Vessel Examiners and 
Program Visitors are out and 
about promoting our primary 
focus of  ‘public education 
and recreational boating 
safety’.  Our patrol crews are 
on the water in force and 
the Boat Crew Training 

Program continues weekly with QE rides already 
scheduled for some candidates!

Our staff officers and instructors are busy planning 
the Fall Public Education courses - again offering 

Continue on page 3 - Commanderʼs Message

B o a t i n g S a f e t y C l a s s 
Completed
by David Mitchell

About 30 students completed the 2 1/2 
hour Suddenly in Command! class 
on Thursday August 5th.  The 
instructor was Lee Baumgartner and 
several members assisted. 
Suddenly in Command! is designed 
to give new boaters and especially 
occasional boaters who are not 
usually responsible for the voyage a 
sense of what they should know and 
how they should behave in the event that they become the responsible mariner.
One student who had been on the water for years, but is acquiring a boat of his own said he learned how 
much he doesnʼt know and that he should get more training - like our 13 week Boating and Sailing 
classes (see page 3). 
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painless (unless you count a pin prick for 
sample and needle stick 
for donation as pain).  
In my experience, there 
are usually no lingering 
effects - occasionally a 
small bruise for a day or 
two.  This time my site 
w a s i n v i s i b l e “ t h e 
morning after”.  Based 
on 40 years experience 
d o n a t i n g i n s e v e n 
different sites around 
the country, it is my 
o p i n i o n t h a t t h e 
ph lebotomis ts here 
have the best technique 
Iʼve seen.  Your medical 
history is taken as you 
answer questions to 
assure that your blood will be useful to a 
recipient and that donation should be safe for 
you.  To help  keep  tabs on your health, donors 

get their numbers: pressure, pulse, hemoglobin, 
a n d c h o l e s t e r o l .  
S o m e t i m e s a l o c a l 
business offers donors a 
gift - this time a coupon 
for a free pizza from 
Domino. 

While there have been 
l i m i t e d s u c c e s s e s 
developing artificial blood, 
it is expensive and not 
generally  relied upon.  
And while heart valves 
and insulin from some 
animals can be used in 
humans, blood is not.  
When people need blood, 
they need other people to 
donate.  To the 17 

members and friends who volunteered and gave 
15 pints on July 24th, “Thanks!” 

Blood Donation - continued from page 1

Mary Baumgartnerʼs elbow sports a small bandage 
covering her blood donation site. Tom Saunders 
coordinates blood van visits. 

CREW OF AMYJULIE 
HEADING TO 

WASHINGTON, DC TO BE 
AWARDED AFRAS 

NATIONAL SILVER MEDAL  
Details of the award presentation will be 

in the October newsletter.
The AFRAS (Association for Rescue at 

Sea) Silver medal is awarded to a 
member/team of the the USCG Auxiliary 
for an act of extraordinary bravery during 

a rescue at sea.

Boat Crew Students Face Swim Test:
“Can we stay in longer?”



SEARCH your mind

AND
RESCUE your newsletter

Bring articles and photos of interest into the Safe 
Harbors newsletter by sending them to Dave Mitchell 

at PA.flotilla65@gmail.com or use the FSO-PA 
mailbox in the office.  Otherwise you doom 

yourselves to whatever I see, which is probably not as 
interesting as what you see.

Thanks, Dave.
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BACK TO SCHOOL ! ! !
Fall Training For Members and the Public

Public Courses:  Registration for our two 13 week courses - Boating Skills and 
Seamanship and Sailing Skills and Seamanship is 30 August 2010 from 7 to 9:30.  You 
might help a friend or boater whose vessel you are examining by telling them about this 
opportunity.  Benefits beyond knowledge and safety are insurance discounts, documented 
training for regulatory agencies, and pathway to USCG Aux membership.  There is a $40 
fee for texts and charts.  Get more information from Bob Millette, FSO-PE.

Member Training:  Two AUXOP courses are scheduled this fall - Communications and 
Seamanship. AUXCOM will start 12 Oct 2010 at 7 PM and last six weeks.  AUXSEA will 
start September 9, 2010 at 7 PM taught by Jeff VanSkyhawk, also for six weeks.  The 
signup sheets are posted  These are two of the six courses that make up Auxiliaryʼs 
Operations training specialty courses.  Completing all six leads to AUXOP qualification.

Also, two separate activities are in the planning stages to sharpen Navigation Rules 
knowledge and hone the craft of working with ropes to splice, make eyes, and so on.  

Get more information on member training from the website and Keith Stalter, FSO-MT. 

both the BS&S and SS&S. Member training 
courses are being scheduled and all members are 
encouraged to become involved. Check the 65 
web site http://a0130605.uscgaux.info often for 
all the updates. 

Flotilla elections for Flotilla Commander and Vice 
Flotilla Commander will be at  the October Flotilla 
meeting.  If you would like to be the FC or VFC, 
a letter of intent should be forwarded to our 
nominating committee – Jim Hebert at 
hebertjim@comcast.net or Nancy Hebert  at 
nhebert@snesl.edu .  

Stay safe and enjoy the water!  

Commanderʼs Message- continued from page 1
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Better Boating:
Avoid Fuel Additive Messes
by Dave Mitchell

Fuel additives, particularly those used in 
gasoline/ethanol fuel to reduce the risk of 
water contamination in tanks, can cause a truly 
annoying mess if the additive is spilled.  
Further, it is very  easy  to spill the chemicals by 
measuring with certain plastic containers.  
Based on personal observation and Joe 
Alcobiaʼs comments, some translucent drink 
cups and polyurethane foam cups will instantly 
dissolve into a gummy sticky glob and spill the 
expensive yellow/green additive.  Ironically, by 
trying to measure carefully, one can make a 
mess and waste the additive!
Fortunately it appears that paper towels 
absorb the additive well and water will dilute it 
rather than form a sheen.  This is a bit 
surprising at first, as one might think that a 
chemical to dissolve in gasoline might act like 
oil: not be attracted to water and towels that 

are better for absorbing water than oil.  Since 
the additiveʼs function is to draw minute 
amounts of water into the fuel where it can 
safely go thru the engine, it makes sense that 
the additive will have affinity for both fuel and 
water - just as a detergent has affinity  for both 
grease and water and helps the wash water to 
remove greasy dirt.  Whatever the chemical 
explanation, except for the “melted” container, 
cleanup is relatively  easy with paper towels 
and water.  Gel coat did not appear damaged 
by short exposure, but there can be slight 
staining.  How tough is it to remove the stain?  
That remains to be seen.
Bottom line, pour the additive directly into the 
fuel line or measure it in glass or plastic device 
carefully  tested to assure no “melting”.  Add 
the additive first - before the new fuel - so that 
the additive will be diluted and mixed into the 
new fuel and the new fuel will rinse 
concentrated additive from the lines leading to 
the fuel tank.  Learn the easy way from those 
who have learned the hard way.

Searching for Scouts: Coast Guard And Mike McCormack Find 70,000
by David Mitchell

The U.S. Coast Guard exhibited 
several vessels in the Armed 
Forces Adventure area at the 
2010 Boy Scout National 
Jamboree this summer.   Over 
70,000 scouts and visitors were 
present.

Mike McCormack was there too.  
Mike served as Public Affairs 
Officer for the event.  That 
included print, photo, and FM 
radio broadcasts. 

Mike plans to be back with us on 
WBSM in mid August.



MEET – Dave Mitchell  

By Mary Baumgartner  

Dave joined Flotilla 65 in November 2009 and 
jumped right in to take 
advantage of many of the 
training opportunities offered 
by the Auxiliary.  He has 
completed the Goodmate 
Course, ICS100, 200, 700, 
800, TCT, MSEP, AUXPAT, 
A U X W E A , A U X N AV, 
Opera t ions Pol icy, and 
Introduction to Public Affairs. 
He is currently a member of 
the Boat Crew Training 
program, awaiting his QE 
ride in mid August to be boat 
crew qualified.  He has 
stepped up to fill the FSO-
PB/PA positions after Mike 
McCormack accepted a 
national position with the Auxiliary. And it’s only 
August 2010! 
Dave worked 20 years in pharmaceutical process 

development and also taught  Chemistry for a few 
years. Married to Barbara Mitchell, a retired teacher 
who keeps the ARSBC building “ship  shape”, they 

have two children, Sarah and 
Matt.  Dave is originally from 
Schenectady, N.Y., Barbara is 
from Norwich, Vt. and they 
moved to Fairhaven in May 
2009 to enjoy retirement.  
Dave is a sailor and keeps 
“Lady Barbara” a 32-foot 
Pacific Seacraft Pilothouse 
Sloop at the Seaport Marina. 
Although Dave claims that 
chemical engineers are not 
known for their writing 
abilities I have read some 
work that Dave recently did 
for the ARSBC and I have no 
doubt that he will do a terrific 
job in his new positions!  

He’s looking for any news items and articles for the 
u p c o m i n g n e w s l e t t e r s . C o n t a c t D a v e a t 
pa.flotilla65@gmail.com.
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Seen on Patrol:
Bob Parker took these photos on patrol near Gull 
Isiand between Penikese and Cuttyhunk in late May.  
The water was warming up, but these seals did not 
continue the expected migration to cooler water on 

the outer cape and beyond.  In fact, seals were seen 
at the same spot during low tide into August.  
Perhaps they too have heard warnings of Great White 
Sharks near Chatham and decided to stay in warm, 
(safer?) Cuttyhunk waters.



From the Presidentʼs Deck:
by Lee J. Baumgartner
Here we are in August; our electrical project on the 
dock is finished and I don’t anticipate any more 
problems with it. The transition plates and non skid 
tape seem to be working on the new gangways with 
no reports of anyone slipping in wet or dry weather. 
We continue to find leaks in the water system hoses 
so keep your eyes open and fix them when you see 
them. The slip holders seem to be doing a good job 
keeping the electrical cords out of the water and that 
will help  with the electrolysis problem we’ve had in 
the past.  Our middle room project upstairs is winding 
down and soon the bar will be open on Saturday night

as well as Monday, Thursday and Friday. Keep an eye 
open for the announcement of the grand celebration 
of the completion of the room coming soon. The grass 
is cut, flowers are growing, and the building looks 
great inside and out due to the labor of many 
members. We all respect the work they have 
accomplished and hopefully  all will pitch in and help 
to keep it that way.

Nominations for President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary  as well as four seats on the board of 
directors will be accepted at the September 15th 
General ARSBC meeting. Elections are at the 
corporate meeting in November. I encourage anyone 
interested in being a part of the management team to 
run for office.

Enjoy  the rest of the boating season and stay  safe on 
the water.
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