
On Division 6 Bridge
by Marion Pope and D. Mitchell

Several Flotilla 65 members 
serve on the recently installed 
bridge of Division 6.  First to be 
sworn in was Jeff VanSkyhawk 
as Division Commander.  He 
proceeded to induct several 
other Flotilla 65 members.

Flotilla 65 members serving as 
division staff officers include: 
Lucia Cargill SO-DV; James 
Mello SO-FN; Laurel Carlson 
SO-IS: Marion Pope SO-MS; 
Bob  Joseph SO-OP;  Rona 
Trachtenberg SO-PA; and Ken 
Mingola SO-SR.  

Also on the Division 6 bridge from FL-65 are Peter B. Wahl FC, and David McClure IPCDCR.

Thanks to these volunteers who go the extra mile for us.

District Awards
data from Laurel Carlson

At the April District Conference Flotilla 65 and individual Flotilla 
65 members were recognized for award winning results as 
follows: 

Flotilla Awards:
Division 4 VSC Plaque awarded to the flotilla with the 
greatest number of VSC's in the District.

Earle Clement Plaque awarded to the flotilla conducting the 
most member training hours.

Individual Awards:

Member Training Hours - 3rd place David McClure

District Chief of Staff Plaque- Laurel Carlson DSO-IS.
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Jeff VanSkyhawk, DCDR (right) swears in the 2013 Division 6 Bridge beginning 
with Rona Trachtenberg and Laurel Carlson (from left).  
Photo M. Pope



Upcoming Events

“Wear It!” Campaign for PFD use is this spring.  Set a good 
example for others - WEAR a PFD when you are boating.

TCT Classes 8 and 1 hour - see website to sign up

PA Events at West Marine and Pease Park - Ed Herman 
FSO-PV or Linda Meredith FSO-PA

On Water Patrols for Rowing races in June, July swim, 
and other events - Ken Mingola FSO-OP.

Livolsi’s Evening Skills Classes - see website to sign up

Need a VSC? Contact Dan Pope FSO-VE
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Thank You! 
by Peter B Wahl, Flotilla Commander
 

Fellow Coast Guard Flotilla 65 Auxiliarists, I once again would like to thank 
you for your continued support of our flotilla.  Your volunteer efforts in boating 
safety, education and support of the United States Coast Guard missions are 
extraordinary.

As we enter our boating season, letʼs continue our Coast Guard Auxiliary 
mission of safe boating practices and fellowship.

Have fun, be safe and watch out for one another.

One last note, as evidenced by the events that took place in Boston, we can 
stand tall knowing that when dealt great strife our Commonwealth and Nation 
pulled together as one to support and protect its citizens.  I am proud beyond 
words.

Semper Paratus.



Seen on Patrol: 
Beach Buoys
text and photo by D. Mitchell 

Occasionally MS patrols begin 
with a specific mission.   
One February patrol, we were 
told that some sort of marker - 
lobster marker? navigational 
buoy? - had come to rest on 
Horseneck Beach.  If we 
found it, could we call in the 
identity and location?  About 
halfway thru the Dartmouth/
Westport route, we took 
special care at Horseneck 
Beach - which is partly  locked 
in winter.  Milt Brightman, 
MASS DCR, opened gates and helped us search.  As the photo with Milt (left) and Bob Kocor 
(right) shows, we found a large private aid. We photographed it, got GPS coordinates (with help 
from LinLin) and sent the data to MSO.  If you donʼt know LinLin, ask Terry Meredith about her - 
they are very close.
It was a bit cool for the beach.  LinLin and Bob didnʼt complain, but Terry was in Hawaii . . . nice.

SAR - Search And Return: 
“Finding” A Missing Shipmate
by D. Mitchell, contact referred by Mary Baumgartner

Remember last issueʼs story about restoring the ID bracelet to 
the “missing Vet?”  Well, progress has been made in an 
unexpected direction.  
After observing minor discrepancies between the bracelet and 
the record of the New Bedford veteran, CDR Hill, who has the 
bracelet, and I found associates in St Louis who helped get us 
the correct service record.  The bracelet belonged to a vet 
from Brooklyn, New York named Augustos George Martin.  
While New Bedfordʼs Augusto Germano Martin was born in 
Cape Verde, served in the Lightship  service and joined the 
Coast Guard in WWII, Augustos George Martin was born in 
Portsmouth England, served in the US Army and was 
naturalized during WW  I, worked as a lubrication specialist for 
Shell Oil and then joined the Coast Guard as a lubrication consulting engineer in WWII.  The two 
vets were almost the same age.
So, the bracelet will not “come home” to New Bedford, but I located COMO Vincent T. Pica II, 1SR 
and Bill Nelson, a New York history specialist, who are working to find the braceletʼs correct home. 
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USCG ID Bracelet on itʼs way “home” to 
unknown relatives.   Photo S. Hill USCG.
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Galley Gallery
photos from Kathy Frey

AUXCHEF team in early 
March shown clockwise 
f rom top  center : St . 
Patrick ʼs centerpiece, 
Doris Govoni/cookies, 
Kathy  Frey/pies, Greg 
Weider/ovens, and Jayne 
Morrison at the sink.

Fairhaven Nautical History

Watch for the spring 2013 release 
of the book shown at the right 
(front cover on right, spine in the 
middle, and back on left).  It is a 
new version of the story of Flotilla 
65 member Don Tuckerʼs dad, 
Claude, and the familyʼs coasting 
schooner, Coral, - the last to sail 
out of Fairhaven.

Of course the USCG Aux does 
not endorse commercial 
activities, but you will want to 
know of Donʼs most recent 
literary activity.  Photos and text 
tell a personal story and also how 
the coasting schooner business 
grew, evolved, and subsided here 
in Fairhaven.

$??.99

RO B E R T  D E M A N C H E ,  D O N A L D  F.  TU C K E R  
& C A R O L I N E  B.  TU C K E R

For centuries, the coasting schooner 
served as the primary means of 
hauling the cargoes that fueled the 
growing nation. Several thousand 

of these coasters once existed, but by the late 
1930s relatively few remained. Among those 
still in operation was the coasting schooner 
Coral. Hailing from Fairhaven, Massachusetts, 
the Coral and her owner, Captain Claude S. 
Tucker, sailed along the south coast supplying 
goods to the Bay State. The Coral hauled cargo 

into the twilight years of the coasting trade, 
long after new technologies began to replace it. 

Authors Robert Demanche, Donald F. Tucker and 
Caroline B. Tucker use memoirs of crew members 
and captains to trace the life of the Coral and Captain 
Claude S. Tucker. Set sail to discover the story of the 
Coral through her glory days until a 1938 hurricane 
left her beyond repair, signaling the close of an era.

When  the  Hurricane  of  ’38  sent  the  

Coral  to  the  bottom,  it  swept  the  

coasting  era  a  step  closer  to  extinction.

The Story of Captain Claude S. Tucker  
& the Schooner Coral
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Menemsha: Winter and Spring 
text and photos by D. Mitchell 

AUXCHEF duty on Menemsha leaves little time for recreation.  But it does allow time to observe 
seasonal changes at one of America’s favorite summer spots.  Barb and I have cooked at 
Menemsha about every six to eight weeks for almost a year now.  The last two visits - February 
and April - showed us two of Menemsha’s “quiet” seasons.

We cooked on the Blizzard Weekend of 8 to 10 February.  Taking the second to last boat before 
service was terminated, 
we had a nearly private 
ferry.  Friday night wind 
whistled - really - around 
and thru the barracks 
windows, power and heat 
were partially lost, door 
locks froze up, and the 
k i tchen opera ted on 
auxiliary power - cooks 
and electricity.  I walked 
to the docks Saturday 
mid-morning as the wind - 
lowered to gale(?) - and snow continued.  Trying to take 
photographs, my bare fingers quickly turned prickly and asked 
for their mittens back.  Sunday was sunny and the ferry ride 
back was smooth as glass.  However the car was in a 
snowbank at Wood’s Hole, had windshield wipers frozen solid 
and needed air in one tire.  We got home just as a utility pole 
was replaced in front of our home.  All at home was fine.

Next trip was 5 - 8 April.  On this trip’s sunset walk to the 
harbor we saw winter ducks, loons, and geese - perhaps assembling to migrate north, early 
leaves on beach roses, and daffodils.  Rabbits were 
out feeding.  And rather than whistling wind, we heard 
the inlet buoy’s gong as  we fell asleep.  There was 
almost no vehicle traffic as most shops remain closed.

The meals we supply at Station Menemsha are 
appreciated and we 
enjoy meet ing the 
peop le who serve 
there.  But AUXCHEF 
o f f e r s m o r e t h a n 
cooking.  What a joy to 
see Menemsha in its 
“off” seasons - the 
violent and the gentle - when there are few other visitors.
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Above: Barb Mitchell rides the “empty” 
ferry to the Vineyard as the storm closes 
in.  Below: M/V Little Lady at her dock 
during “sideways” snowfall 9 Feb 2013

Buddy, the Station dog, takes a winter 
nap between the warm electronics 
cabinet and the warm radiator.  No 
worries - he canʼt see out - and is warm.

One of six loons seen fishing successfully. April in 
Menemsha harbor. 

Buddy sleeps by door and window in 
April.  Still no worries - sun shining. 



Rhode Island Salt Water 
Fishing Show 
by D. Mitchell, photo from M. Pope

Winter boat shows are an opportunity for 
boaters to see new equipment and meet 
on land.  The are also a good time for 
USCG to make boaters aware of 
regulations, courses, and Auxiliary 
membership.
This year Marion and Dan Pope helped 
staff the Coast Guard booth at the Rhode 
Island Salt Water Fishing Show on March 
9th.  They assisted Division 7 on this 
project.  Typically volunteers staff the 
booth for a few hours and then have time 
to visit all the other exhibits - no ticket 
purchase required.

If you would like to try boat show activity, talk with FSO-PV Ed Herman or FSO-PA Linda Meredith 
and listen for announcements at monthly membership meetings.

 

More Winter Visitors at ARSBC Docks 
by D. Mitchell

We had a vessel from Menemsha visit our docks in January - visitors from nearby to the south.  
Our March visitors were from far away to the north.  A flock of bufflehead ducks was seen, and 
photographed near our docks.  Buffleheads are small, sort of pudgy ducks which dive for food.  

The white bellied maleʼs heads are about one third white, while the females have darker bellies 
and just a small white spot near the eye.  They come to our area for the warm winters before 
returning to the sub-arctic where they spend their summers.   

Do you suppose some will ever decide to spend the whole year here?
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Floats For Boats
Bundled up against cold breezes 
and fortified with coffee, 
members worked severa l 
weekends prior to docks -n-day 
constructing floats.  
If you can identify these 
warmly dressed workers, thank 
them.  Floats are better than 
stepping off your boat without 
one.
Bob McCue recruited and led  
groups each work day.

Do these photos make you wish for the 
opposite?  Warm breezes, cold drinks, and 
shorts and  T-shirt?

photos by D.M.
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Please send stories and pictures for June. - Dave Mitchell, dwm6125@gmail.com 
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Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Peter B. Wahl, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

“Stay Tuned For News DUES !”

According to FSO-FN John Graves, each member will be assessed $62 this 
year with official notice by e-mail in the near future.  Your check payable 
to: USCG Aux Flotilla 65 may be dropped off in the dues box or mailed to 
John at 80 Middle St; Fairhaven, MA 02719.  Payment is due before 30 

June with a penalty for late payment.

Attend Membership Meetings, watch the Website, and read the 
Newsletter for, “The Rest of the Story.”

(If you don’t get the headline or last line, ask an older member or 
research/Google “Paul Harvey”
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mailto:dwm6125@gmail.com
http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

