
Flotilla 65, 1st District Northern                             Volume 3, No. 2 – April 2011

Flotilla 65 at Division 6 
The Division 6 Change of Watch Ceremony in 
February involved many Flotilla 65 members 
and celebrated the installation of Mary 
Baumgartner as Division Commander (and SO-
CS) and Ken Mingola Division Vice 
Commander [upper photo from 
M.Baumgartner].  Several Flotilla 65 members 
appointed to division staff positions include 
Paul Sadeck, Finance and CM, Claire Millette, 
Secretary,  Robert Millette, Chief of Prevention, 
Joe Correia, NS and MA, Lorraine Sadeck, VE, 
Leo Lake, Chief of Logistics, Laurel Carlson, 
IS, Keith Stalter, MT, and Mike McCormack, 
PA/PB.
Also at the division CoW Bob Millette received 
a Coast Guard citation recognizing 12 years 
and over 9,000 hours of service on a wide 
variety of missions and tasks. The lower photo 
[by M.B.] shows Bob listening to DIRAUX CDR 
Peter Nourse read Bobʼs citation.  To put Bobʼs 
service in perspective, a normal work year is 
about 2,000 hours.  So Bobʼs contributions total 
about four and one half FULL TIME work years. 
At the April division meeting District Captain 
William Cromwell and Division 11 Commander 
Dennis DeGabriele read the citation and 

pinned on 
Dave 
Mitchellʼs 
AUXOP 
device.  
Flotilla 65 now has about 13 AUXOP members  Dave finished the 
AUXOP requirements January 1st, but scheduling had taken a 
while due to his travel for family business in January and for 
Public Affairs C-School in February [C-School story on page 4].  
So the AUXOP was long expected.  What Dave did not expect 
was the award of Division 6 Auxiliarist of the Year 2010 presented 
by Bob Millette.  April Division 6 photos are on page 6.
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Commanderʼs Message
Fellow Shipmates, 
After one of the coldest winters that we have had in a long time, spring 
is finally  here.   Every weekend, and often throughout the week, I see 
members working on their boats getting them ready for another fun 
and exciting boating season. The docks went in the first weekend of 
the month. I am sure that everyone enjoyed the Maʼs donuts, chili, 
chowder and camaraderie. 
Tow Boat was the first vessel in the water and I have seen it under 
way a few times already. Two operation facilities (Bob Josephʼs and 
mine) are already in the water. Brian Joseph is diligently working on 
his boat, when the weather permits, to make it OPFAC ready. We are 
all waiting for warmer water to perform our first patrols.
Our flotillaʼs unprecedented teamwork and performance, last year, 

earned us well-deserved recognition and awards at the District Spring Awards Conference. Thank you all 
for your hard work and dedication.  Special thanks go to our Immediate Past Commander Mary 
Baumgartner and our outstanding Staff Officers. Be sure to attend the April flotilla meeting on the 27th to 
find out just how proud our district is of our unit. 
I am very happy that the attendance at our all-hands flotilla meetings has been steadily increasing. While 
it is hard to get the actual number of people when there are so many members in the room, I managed to 
count 80 of us at the March meeting. I expect that we will see many more at the April 27th meeting since 
Chief Olsen will be arriving by CG Vessel to share his Goals and Objectives with us. He will also explain 
how our flotilla can help the Gold Side achieve those G and Os. For example, I know he is looking for 
weekend cooks and radio watch standers. This will fit nicely into our plans for starting a watch stander 
training program. If you have an interest in joining the watch stander program, please contact our 
Communications officer Joe Correia at joecorreia@comcast.net or myself. 
Chief Olsen and I want to start doing more joint crew training. We have the local knowledge that is so 
valuable to them and they have the skills and facilities that will complement our Crew Academy nicely. If 
you are interested in joining the program, please contact the Crew Academy Unit Commander Ralph J. 
Dlouhy (VFC 63) at ralph.dlouhy@verizon.net.  If you want to work directly with the Gold side, now is the 
time to get involved. 
Commodore LeBlanc will also be attending our April flotilla meeting to present a very special recognition 
to a very special member of our flotilla. Our Division Commander, Mary Baumgartner has informed me 
that she also has a special presentation that I am quite sure you will not want to miss. I understand from 
our Human Resources Officer, Leo Lake that we now have 18 new members that are ready to be sworn 
in. We hope to see them all in attendance.
I am sure you can see that the April 27th flotilla meeting will be quite exciting. This should prove to be a 
very fun and exciting year for all of us. If youʼre not already involved, now is the time to take advantage of 
the many opportunities available. Your flotilla, the US Coast Guard, your country, your community and 
your fellow boaters need your help now more than ever. I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting.

Jeff VanSkyhawk FC 65 1NR

mailto:joecorreia@comcast.net
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Call To Action:  
Ways You Can Volunteer Now.
Program Visitors assure that information gets to marine vendorʼs customers by supplying and 
replenishing literature stands at area merchants.  The program has grown significantly with 
coaching by Ed Herman FSO-PV and he can use more help.
Public Affairs needs people to man and coordinate various booth type activities: Air Activity Day at 
NB Airport 21 May, Mike McCormack; Safe Boating Week kickoff at Popeʼs Island 21 May, Mary 
Baumgartner;  Fairhaven Homecoming 25 June, Jeff VanSkyhawk; and Eagle Visit 29-31 July, Mary 
Baumgartner.  All events require outgoing uniformed auxiliarists to explain our missions and talk 
boating with the public.  Contact Coordinators listed for each event.  Also, send photos and articles 
for the next Newsletter to Dave Mitchell.
Vessel Checks.  Encourage fellow boaters to contact Lorraine Sadeck FSO-PV or a qualified 
examiner to schedule a VSC.
Member Training:  See website.  To register contact Keith Stalter FSO-MT at 
arpeggio56@comcast.net 
New Member BQ Class:  A  second new member class will run this spring about May 19th!  If you 
know someone who should be a member, ask them to contact Leo Lake FSO-HR to get the details 
on the next BQ class. 

Baumgartner Super-Duo 
Becomes a Trio: Meet Seth
by Dave Mitchell
If youʼve been spending time at Flotilla 
65 and ARSBC then you know Mary and 
Lee Baumgartner.  Recently, another 
Baumgartner, Seth, entered the scene.
Seth (right in photo by Mary 
Baumgartner) is working with Bob 
Millette, FSO-PE,(left in photo) on 
logistics for our Public Education classes.  
This includes audio visual equipment, 
chairs, tables, sign ups, and whatever it 
takes to make sure classes run well.  
Bob says that Sethʼs reliability and 
cheerful eagerness to do whatever is 
needed make him “a godsend.”

Seth joined Flotilla 65 in 2009.  In addition 
to New Member and boating safety classes, Seth has completed the Auxiliary Procedures Course.  He 
has taken the VE and Instructor courses and needs to complete the practical tasks, five vessel 
examinations and the teaching requirement, to obtain those qualifications.  He looks forward to AUXPAT, 
Search and Rescue, and working with the MSO land patrols in the future.
Seth is a full time Fairhaven High School student AND works 20 hours a week in maintenance at St, 
Josephʼs Parish.  One task at school is as a “news anchor” for BD-TV (Comcast Channel 9ʼs) “Good 
Morning FHS” at around 7:30 each morning.  Did I mention that Seth is Mary and Leeʼs grandson?

mailto:arpeggio56@comcast.net
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Public Affairs C-School in Miami
by Dave Mitchell, FSO-PA
During an extended weekend in early 
February I took the opportunity to attend 
AUX-12: the C-School in Public Affairs.  
The faculty refer to it as Public Affairs 
boot camp.  There were no pushups, but 
lots of exercises.  The exercises centered 
on writing, interviewing, photography and 
image presentation, and presenting 
information on video camera.  Gold side 
students took the same course to prepare 

for Public Affairs duties on vessels and 
stations.  This may be the first C-School 
with gold and silver training together.
Students arrived Thursday afternoon 
having completed prerequisite courses 
and writing exercises posted on a 
website.  Thursday evening was a kickoff 
event (great dinner and party) at the 
Miami Yacht Club - a very relaxed facility.  
Friday 0700 everyone was in ODU for 
breakfast and the ride to Air Station 

Miami where classes were held.  Classes were all day Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  Friday 
and Saturday evenings had homework - an interview and article about a classmate and 
preparation for a mock news conference during an urban crisis.  Still there was time to meet 
interesting auxiliarists from around the country.  I got home Monday morning at about 0100.   
But the class didnʼt end.  Five significant homework tasks were required.  I got those finished in 
March and at last completed the course.
Some of the class work, such as photo selection and cropping, I put to immediate use.  AIso I 
have models for preparation of press releases and other documents.  Some topics, like practice 
for crisis press conferences, anticipate possible future needs.  If you want to try Public Affairs C-
School see me for information. 

Photos From the Top: Dave Mitchell at C-School in 
February at Air Station Miami.  Pilot explains Ocean 
Sentry, the Falcon jetʼs replacement. Below, course 
leader Manny Romero tapes a news conference 
exercise.  Photos by J. Purtorti and D. Mitchell



FC VanSkyhawkʼs Deepwater Horizon 
Experience 
Did you miss Jeffʼs slideshow after a monthly 
membership meeting late in 2010 about his 
experiences on the Gulf Coast as a watch 
stander assisting vessels cleaning up  the oil 
spill?  

If you want to get caught up  on that story, Jeff 
has published an article in the spring 2011 issue 
of Norʼeaster, our District 1N newsletter.  
If that publication is unavailable at the moment, 
y o u c a n s e e t h e a r t i c l e a t h t t p : / /
a013.uscgaux.info/pdf/NOREASTER.pdf . Itʼs a 
good story  with color photos in the online 
version.
Thanks for your story, Jeff, and for helping out.
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Snowbird Takes No Vacation From USCG Auxiliary Volunteer Service
by Dave Mitchell
Winter is over.  So 
says the calendar.  
Flotilla 65 snowbirds, 
like Fred Demers, 
return to their summer 
roosts in the area.  
We “winter warriors” 
move on from warm 
weather envy to warm 
weather.  Hereʼs an 
excerpt from a note 
from Fred:

“The Flotilla that 
I'm affiliated with 
is Flotilla 56 of 
Vero Beach, 
Florida. They are 
a small unit about 
45 people and I 
think there are 
four Snowbirds like me that are here for the winter months. I must say that even though they 
are small they are very active! And the members are very cordial and I have learned quite a bit 
from them.
I have been here since January and will leave to go back up north at the end of April; I have to 
be back a little earlier this year! I've been to a couple of PA events so far and am scheduled to 
do at least two more before I leave.”
“Also while down here, I've done a few VE exams and PV's, I am also studying Marine Safety 
on line. Hope to pass the test on that one, Bob Millette got me very interested in that 
especially after I went on a couple of patrols with him.”

It makes sense that if thousands of boaters move to Florida for the winter, USCG Auxiliary services 
are required for those boaters.  Itʼs great that Fred and others keep the service going despite the 
warm winters they must endure.  Welcome home Fred.  Weʼll watch for you on MSO patrols.

Snowbird Fred Demers, perched at left, during an outdoor winter PA event.      
Photo from Flotilla 56, Vero Beach.

http://a013.uscgaux.info/pdf/NOREASTER.pdf
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April Division 6 Photos
At right, Bob  Millette (left) presents Dave 
Mitchell the Division 6 Auxiliarist of 2010 Award.  
Below, AUXOP members present join in 

celebrating Daveʼs AUXOP “pinning” from left 
Dennis DeGabrielle, Frank MacKinnon, 
Dave, Keith Stalter, William Cromwell, Ken 
Mingola, Paul Sadeck, Mike McCormack, 
and Jane Ulewicz.
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S E E N O N P A T R O L :   
Watching the Waters From 
the Land
text and photo by Dave Mitchell
While boat patrols give eyes and 
platforms for action on the water, 
there are many conditions at sea 
that can be better seen from 
land: shore based pollutants and 
c l e a n u p  e f f o r t s , p e o p l e 
inappropriately hanging around 
infrastructure like bridges or 
power plants, and vessels 
aground near shore.
Here Joe Roy  and Bob Millette 
step out of the truck to observe 
waters at Brayton Point Power 
Plant in Somerset.  It is a cold, 
yet beautifully sunny winter morning - and uncommonly calm.
Patrols are assigned and controlled by USCG Marine Safety Detachment, New Bedford.
Please, send your photo and a story for this feature to Dave Mitchell at  pa.flotilla65@gmail.com . 

mailto:pa.flotilla65@gmail.com
mailto:pa.flotilla65@gmail.com


Fellowship and Fun at 
MARDI GRAS PARTY !
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No photo IDs 
because:

What happens at 
Mardi Gras stays 

at Mardi Gras!

Thanks to Marsby 
Warters for these 

photos.
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for more information use: http://a0130605.uscgaux.info

Safe Harbor is a publication of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 65, New Bedford, Massachusetts.
Jeffery VanSkyhawk, Flotilla Commander      Editor David Mitchell, FSO-PB 65

Summer must be coming, our floats are in thanks 
to the labor of 100 members.  Our flowers beds 
have been tended to, boats are already going in 
the water and maintenance projects are under 
way.  

Weʼre looking forward to the Pancake Breakfast 
on May 1st.  Tickets will be available at the door 
however you can buy your tickets in advance from 
any ARSBC board member.

Special thanks to Dave Mitchell who did a great 
presentation on the history of the ARSBC property,
and all the work he did in securing the historical 
plaque for our building.

Iʼm looking forward to a great boating season. 
Hope to see you on the docks. 

From the Presidentʼs Deck: by Lee J. Baumgartner

http://a0130605.uscgaux.info
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